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Editorial

Conversing in 
the ‘big tent’

Dick Benner
Editor/Publisher

“If we step back and review the 
letters to the editor in this 
magazine over the past several 

years, we generally find debates in 
the church and religion framed in 
terms of conservative and liberal.
 “Each side thinks the other is at 
best misguided, perhaps even pro-
foundly wrong, and misinterprets 
Scripture. There tends to be a fair 
bit of each side yelling at the other.”
 No, this is not me, your Canadian 
Mennonite editor, speaking, but it might as 
well be. This is a direct quote from David 
Harris, editor of the Presbyterian Record, 
in his latest editorial. Harris frames his 
remarks in the context of what he calls 
“Christianity reforming into two over-
arching worldviews.” One is concerned 
with morals, calling out the rightness and 
wrongness of our choices; the other, as 
discerning on how to be good, making 
community and relationships paramount.
 Harris’s comments are just as ap-
plicable to our small group of 32,000 
believers making up Mennonite 
Church Canada as to the much larger 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. And 
Mennonites are no more unified than the 
Presbyterians, both communions experi-
encing a great deal of dissension over the 
past 150 years. 
 What brought this home to me in the 
last two weeks is the passionate response 
to my editorial of May 16, “A political 

lament,” in which I voiced my disappoint-
ment in two national events: the killing 
of Osama bid Laden by the U.S. military 

and the victory of the military-
oriented Conservative Party in the 
Canadian national election. My 
sentiments apparently hit a raw 
nerve among you, our readers. 
Letters will tell the story over the 
next several issues.

 While the majority of the responses 
agreed with the thoughts expressed—
so far 9-3 in favour—it was not a little 
unsettling to see how deeply held are 
our political views and how revealing 
they are in exposing the fault lines in our 
Anabaptist-driven belief system. 
 One critic, taking issue with my com-
ments about Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper holding the most uncompromis-
ing views on the Middle East peace pro-
cess, warned that I would be condemned 
and judged in the “final war when God 
takes command and gives the Jews their 
land back and punishes their enemies. 
You again picked the wrong horse.”
 On the other side, another person 
echoing the sentiment of the majority of 
the respondents, “was delighted to learn” 
he wasn’t alone in his mourning about 
the election, sadly observing that “the 
success of the Conservative Party can be 
partly contributed to the unquestioning 
support of Mennonites.”
 Yet another off-the-record response 

advised that “the function of a church 
newspaper is to [reasonably] reflect the 
diversity of its constituency with a view 
to educating and engaging us as to that 
diversity,” suggesting I write a few edi-
torials on what Canadian Mennonite is 
primarily about (reporting and dialogue) 
and what it primarily is not (a devotional 
journal), and why it’s important to engage 
political questions rather than just safe 
churchy topics. “This would help people 
to remember that our church is a very big 
tent; very diverse in politics, theology and 
culture,” the writer stated.
 With that cue, let me have a little heart-
to-heart about the process of engaging 
this diversity. First off, yes, we are a big 
tent, including our young people who are 
not the mythic “future church” but part 
of church now (see our new Young Voices 
section beginning on page 34).
 Second, inside that tent we should be 
able to discuss anything that is dear to us 
in civil and respectful discourse. “What if 
we could lay these (conservative/liberal) 
distinctions aside?” Harris further asks. 
“Instead of demonizing the other side, 
we might agree that everyone is trying 
to conform to God’s will, just in different 
ways, and so with different outcomes.” 
Good advice.
 Third, let’s stop using the Bible as a 
weapon and consider it reverently as our 
primary guidebook. In the very divisive 
debate over sexuality, for instance, those 
on the one side quote Leviticus and Paul 
to prove that homosexuality is wrong, 
and the other side quotes Jesus’ “love of 
neighbour” as the defining command-
ment. Oh, how we love to hit each other 
over the head with the Bible!
 Rather, let us “reason together” as a 
faith community in the days ahead. God 
is much more honoured with that style of 
discernment.
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Who gets 

By Donita Wiebe-Neufeld
Alberta correspondent

hen a couple divorces, lawyers help decide 
how jointly held possessions are divided. 

There are many things, however, such as 
church attendance, that the couple are left to 

negotiate on their own.
 One divorcee, when asked who gets the church, re-
plies vehemently, “Who wants it?” In spite of continued 
committed involvement in her congregation, she is 
candid about the immense difficulties separated couples 
and their families encounter there. “I hated it,” she says. 
“There seems to be an assumption that now you will 
start working on [your marriage], but you’ve done so 
much soul-searching already. It’s so painful to get to that 
place. You are judging yourself. . . . I knew I was being 
judged.”
 Another person in a similar situation admits, “I felt 
ashamed, even humiliated, in church. I felt like I was not 
a good Christian, even though it was not my conscious 
choice for my marriage to end. I felt like people might 
not understand, that I might be judged and condemned. 
For a few months I stopped attending church.” 

How to be a healing place
For a variety of reasons, it is difficult—if not impos-
sible—for separated or divorced couples to continue at-
tending church at all, much less the same congregation. 
The concluding paragraph in the “Family, Singleness 
and Marriage” clause of the Confession of Faith in a 
Mennonite Perspective states: “As the family of God, 
the church is called to be a sanctuary offering hope and 
healing for families.”

when a couple
the church… 
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Who gets 

 But the reality is that separated and di-
vorced people often do not find support 
in the church as they struggle with the 
feelings of pain, failure, anger, grief and 
betrayal that are the tenacious compan-
ions of relationship breakdown.
 How exactly to be a healing place for 
families in the throes of separation is 
often unclear to even the most well-
meaning congregations. Hoyt Hickman 
writes in Ritual in a New Day, “At 
precisely the time when individuals are 
most lonely and need to establish links of 
communication with others, members of 
the Christian community know least how 
to respond, and the person is usually met 
with silence, embarrassment and whis-
pered conversations that end abruptly 
when the person enters a room.”

Divorce in historical perspective
Just over 40 years ago, divorce and 
remarriage was the “hot” issue for the 
General Conference Mennonite Church 
in Canada. Aldred Neufeldt, now 
moderator of the Mennonite Church 
of Eastern Canada, was a young adult 
on the Board of Christian Service at the 
1969 assembly in Saskatoon, Sask. He 
remembers the official discussions about 
the issues of divorce, remarriage and 

church participation. A recommendation 
made by the Board of Christian Service 
chair resolved to provide resources for 
marriages and families, and commit to 
ongoing study of the issues.
 “Up to that point, there was reluctance 
to talk about divorce and strong op-
position from some quarters,” Neufeldt 
recalls. “My memory of it was to even 

adopt what seems innocuous to us now, 
the opponents wanted outright condem-
nation. It was a critical issue in those 
days. More study and resources for con-
gregations was contentious, according to 
the vocal opponents, but the motion was 
overwhelmingly accepted by the floor.”
 The issue of divorce and remarriage 
largely dropped out of national church 
discussions after 1979. “By that time, 
there was scarcely a congregation with-
out personal experience,” Neufeldt notes. 
“People knew these were good people 
caught up in difficult situations.”
 Minutes from the 1978 assembly in 
Gretna, Man., note that “there appears 

to be no unanimity in terms of approach 
taken by various congregations.”
 While there is greater understanding 
and acceptance of divorced people in 
Mennonite churches in 2011, practices 
and experiences still vary widely in and 
among congregations.
 “Divorce seems to have lost some of its 
stigma in our church,” says a Mennonite 

pastor, adding that some individuals 
struggle with the idea of a divorcee in a 
position of leadership or teaching. Side-
taking and application of double stand-
ards—acceptance of divorce in a person’s 
own family, but not in others—causes fur-
ther problems. The muddle of issues led 
to one divorced church member leaving 
the congregation when his volunteer gifts 
were not accepted by a few vocal critics.

When children are involved
The difficulties in separations are most 
poignant when children are involved. 
Separated parents agonize over what is 
best, but may disagree with what to do 

the church… 
divorces?

How exactly to be a healing place for families 
in the throes of separation is often unclear to 
even the most well-meaning congregations.
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about the faith practice of their children. 
The church often does not know how to 
be of help in these situations.
 One pastor emphasizes the importance 
of showing children their parents are 
cared for during their struggles. “While 
it is difficult for both parents to share the 
same worship space, and the children are 
aware of the tensions that come with this, 
we need to be examples that both people 
are cared for and loved,” he says. “This is 
an area where our church failed. . . .  
Children are more aware of what hap-
pens to others than we sometimes give 

them credit for.”
 When children perceive that a parent 
is not treated well by the church, they 
are unlikely to want to continue their 
involvement. 
 Arrangements for children to remain 
attending their home church vary. Some 
may alternate between the two churches 
their parents attend, while others may 
always attend their church but with only 
one of the parents. 
 Author Elizabeth Marquardt grew up 
as a child of divorced parents. Although 
her parents had an amicable separation, 
and she is successful and accomplished, 
Marquardt writes with great sorrow about 

the experiences of children of divorce.
 In Between Two Worlds, Marquardt 
examines the effects of the split lives 
children lead as they struggle to bridge 
the gap between parents while living in 
two worlds: “[I]t can be bewildering to 
children of divorce when neither parent 
is doing anything wrong, but their rules 
and habits are simply different.”
 A parent whose child alternates 
churches each week says, “There are 
two value systems . . . different sets of 
norms. . . . I don’t know of any upsides 
to going to two churches.” She wishes it 

were possible for her child to regularly 
attend one church, especially at times like 
Christmas, when concert practices and 
performances don’t line up in a doable 
manner for the families involved.
 Another divorcee who attends the 
same church as an ex says, “We do at-
tend, but it is difficult. A commitment to 
respect and politeness is necessary for 
me. At this point, it does not honestly 
seem desirable for me, but it is good for 
our child.” 
 Andrew Root, another child of divorce, 
describes the problem in his book The 
Children of Divorce: “I contend that what 
children of divorce need most is not 

strategies for thinking correctly, but a 
place to belong, a community in which 
their humanity is upheld.” He suggests 
the church can be an anchor for the 
members of a broken family. “[F]inding 
a community that suffers with and for 
us can assure us that we are real, that 
our suffering is embraced concretely by 
these people called church, who witness 
to God in Jesus Christ who bears our 
brokenness,” he writes. 
 In order to be there for these families, 
church programs must be flexible so 
children with two homes can participate. 
Youth programs, kids clubs and mentor-
ship programs can provide a sense of 
connectedness for children who can’t 
attend every Sunday. At a time when grief 
is raw—often during the initial separa-
tion—things like scheduled play dates for 
children, an offer of a meal, a non-judg-
mental ear or a card can be meaningful 
and provide encouragement for them to 
stay connected to the community.

Being—or becoming—a 
welcoming place
In all the turmoil of divorce, the church 
can be a place of healing as couples divide 
up their lives, or just another profound 
loss. In many divorces, at least one part-
ner stands to lose his or her community 
of faith and support.
 For those who manage to continue 
attending their church, the support of 
friends and family is crucial.
 “The only thing [that kept me com-
ing] was that my parents went there,” 

Divorce ministry resources

another divorcee, with no extended family in the 
congregation, says, ‘For me, the patience, love, 

understanding and acceptance by both clergy and 
laity has been the strongest factor in healing.’

• Becoming a National Church by Adolf Ens. CMU Press, 
Winnipeg, Man., 2004.
• Between Two Worlds: The Inner Lives of Children of 
Divorce by Elizabeth Marquardt. Three Rivers Press, 
New York, N.Y., 2005.
• The Children of Divorce: The Loss of Family as the 
Loss of Being by Andrew Root. Baker Academic, Grand 
Rapids, Mich., 2010.
• Practices: Mennonite Worship and Witness by John D. 

Roth. Herald Press, Waterloo, Ont., 2009.
• Ritual in a New Day by Hoyt Hickman. Abingdon 
Press, Nashville, Tenn., 1976.
• Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective. Herald 
Press, Waterloo, Ont., 1995.
 All are available from the Mennonite Church Canada 
Resource Centre (visit mennonitechurch.ca and click on 
the “Resource Centre” link).
—Compiled by Donita Wiebe-Neufeld
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a divorced woman says. “The minister 
spent time with one and not the other.”
 Although it aided her, the presence 
of extended family was one reason her 
ex found it too painful to continue his 
attendance.
 Another divorcee, with no extended 
family in the congregation, says, “For me, 
the patience, love, understanding and 
acceptance by both clergy and laity has 
been the strongest factor in healing.”
 A pastor currently helping a family 
through separation says, “Anything 
appropriate to care for the grieving is ap-
propriate now.”
 A divorcee remembers with grati-
tude, the “thing that helped me most 
was [someone) who came and helped 
me move and unpack. That’s all she did. 
That’s how people can help.”
 Other divorced people within a con-
gregation are important connections, 
as they are uniquely able to provide an 
understanding ear and help the newly 
separated feel less alone in their struggle.
 Clergy and care teams, including 
deacons or elders, can shape an “official” 
church response, whether that simply 
means ensuring a private visit occurs 
and counsel is offered, or by helping the 
couple to communicate with the congre-
gation. Each situation is best treated on 
its own terms, in consultation with those 
involved. Speaking about the hard parts 
of life must happen at church so that 
compassion, not condemnation, is a first 
response to people’s pain.
 “We need to recognize in ourselves 
that we are imperfect people, subject to 
human nature and all of its failings,” says 
a pastor. “Healing comes from a place of 
understanding that we are all capable of 
doing what has happened in the break-up 
of a marriage.” 
 Says a divorcee, “The main thing is to 
talk openly about inclusivity and support 
for people in different stages in life, and 
being there for each other and saying 
those kinds of things . . . make a point 
of including people who have just been 
separated to things.”
 The church can consciously work to-
wards being a welcoming place by teaching 
there is no such thing as a perfect family.

 In his Practices: Mennonite Worship 
and Witness, John D. Roth points out 
that the idea of mom, dad and two kids 
in a single family dwelling is a recent, 
not biblical, image of family. “[T]o the 
extent that the ideal family has come to 

be defined in narrow and exclusive terms 
and as a refuge of intense privacy, the 
biblical family may be a source of liberat-
ing news,” he writes.
 One only has to look at Jesus’ lineage in 
the gospels to see many forms of family 
and various “colourful” individuals repre-
sented. Roth suggests that Christians 
“might practise our commitment to por-
ous family boundaries by reshuffling our 
seating arrangements in worship. . . .  
[W]e would do this . . . as a reminder 
that family connectedness is not the only 
relevant category for congregational 
involvement and identity.”
 Setting for odd numbers at church 
potlucks, consciously intermingling 
seating during worship and other church 
functions, and involving singles in 
public leadership all move the church 
to function more as a faith family than a 

collection of genetically related group-
ings. This helps create welcoming spaces 
for those who need a place to belong.
 One pastor sums up her comments 
on divorce and the church this way: “We 
need to be able to share this information 

[pain of divorce] with the congregation 
as a whole and pray publicly for persons 
who carry the weight of this grief. Just as 
we have special services for remembering 
those who have died, maybe we could 
have a public worship ritual of lament 
for all who carry the weight of strug-
gling or broken relationships, named or 
unnamed.
 “We need to name [with the permis-
sion of the couple] for the benefit of the 
congregation practical ways that people 
can be supportive. We need to give 
people permission to call, have coffee, 
offer a meal and otherwise check in 
with persons who carry this profound 
grief. We need to preach and teach and 
demonstrate forgiveness and the power 
of new hope provided by the resurrected 
Christ, who brings life to the dead.”  l

one only has to look at Jesus’ lineage in the 
gospels to see many forms of family, and 
various ‘colourful’ individuals, represented. 

For discussion l
1. What has been your congregation’s experience with divorce? Does the church 
respond differently to divorce than it did in the 1970s? Has divorce lost its stigma? 
Are those who are divorced still discouraged from taking positions of leadership in 
the church? 

2. When is the break-up of a marriage a sin and when is it just an unfortunate situa-
tion? If the church responds with compassion, rather than condemnation, will that 
result in more divorces because it is now an acceptable option? 

3. How can a congregation provide practical support for those whose marriages have 
ended? What could churches do to support the children of divorce? Is it inevitable 
that one church cannot embrace both parties after a separation or divorce?

4. How should the facts of a separation or divorce be communicated to the congrega-
tion? Is it important to acknowledge it openly? Do you agree that, “[s]peaking about 
the hard parts of life must happen at church so that compassion, not condemnation, 
is a first response to people’s pain”?
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Readers write l
We welcome your comments and publish most letters sent 
by subscribers intended for publication.  This section is 
largely an open forum for the sharing of views. Letters are 
the opinion of the writer only—publication does not mean 
endorsement by the magazine or the church. Keep letters 
to 400 words or less and address issues rather than indi-
viduals.  We do not countenance rancour or animosity.  
Personal attacks are inappropriate and will not see the 
light of print. Please send letters to be considered for pub-
lication to letters@canadianmennonite.org or by postal 
mail or fax, marked “Attn: Readers Write” (our address 
is on page 3). Letters should include the author’s contact 
information and mailing address. Letters are edited for 
length, style and adherence to editorial guidelines.

Viewpoints

Hold off on MCC change  E
‘until we get it right’

My thanks to both Will Braun and Robert J. 
Suderman for their contribution to the Wineskins 
process. If nothing else, their sincere but differ-
ing perspectives are indicative of the complexity of 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) and the dif-
ficult task of reorganization and change.
 I have little doubt that there has been considerable 
consultation over an extended period of time, but 
I also have no doubt that the consultation was not 
deliberate enough and had significant omissions. And 
it is unfortunate that Suderman does not respond 
adequately to Benner’s editorial, “Congregations too 
want  ‘new wineskins,’ ” and Braun’s article, “MCC 
revisioning loses connection with people in the pew.”
 More specifically, Vancouver has thousands of 
Mennonites and yet no church consultation took place 
here. Why? Similarly, former MCC staff in leadership 
positions were not consulted. Why? Was consultation 
a facade or was it real ?
 MCC is one of God’s wonderful gifts to the world. 
Let’s not change it unless—and until—we get it right, 
even if it means more consultation.
Peter A . Dueck, Vancouver, B.C .

Tour advertisement gives  E
unbalanced view of the Holy Land

Having just returned from Israel/Palestine on a 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) learning tour, 
the Sunworld Tours ad for trips to the Holy Land on 
page 19 of the April 18 edition caught our eye.
 However, by researching the itinerary and company, 
a person can see this is a very different tour from what 
we had just experienced. We visited the same moving 
historical sites that this tour would offer, but in addi-
tion visited with Palestinian groups and individuals, 
even staying in their homes for two nights. We also 
met with a number of Jewish and Muslim groups and 
visited the Jewish Holocaust Museum.
 Our brothers and sisters in Christ who have lived 
there for 2,000 years desperately want people to 
hear their stories and struggles, and many of our 

In search of a ‘relational’ theologian E

Thank you very much for your editorial, “Habits of 
Repair,” May 2, page 2.
 Your report of the three-day conference on attach-
ment theory, relationality and the integration of love 
and spirituality was insightful and provocative. Sue 
Johnson, whom you refer to as the keynote speaker at 
the conference, is a Ph.D. graduate of our program in 
counselling  psychology at the University of B.C. She 
is doing some interesting work as she continues to 
elaborate and expand  the theory of relationality and 
interpersonal interaction.
 You refer to these developments as a paradigm shift 
from an emphasis on the individual to community. In 
a sense this is correct. Western philosophical thought 
has developed around the significance of the individ-
ual, the self, personal autonomy and self-realization. 
Theologically, we have followed a similar paradigm. I 
am delighted that you are recognizing the impor- 
tance of the development of a relational and inter-
active paradigm in theology. I have, for years, been in 
search of a reputable theologian who was willing to 
commit to a relational theology. I have not been able 
to find such a theologian.
 Perhaps the best work in this area with an em-
phasis on community has been undertaken by John 
MacMurray, entitled Persons in Relation, Humanities 
Press International, 1961, and republished in 1991. 
Another book of similar perspective is called Social 
Intelligence by Daniel Goleman, Bantam Books, 2006; 
it is an important update on a relational psychology, 
making the case that human beings are “wired to 
connect.”

 My own work, The Alcohol Recovery Project, uses a 
relational theoretical perspective on the treatment of 
alcoholics and their families. This 15-year experimen-
tal investigation provides significant empirical valida-
tion of the effectiveness of a relational theoretical 
paradigm in the treatment of alcoholism.
John Friesen, Vancouver, B.C .
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We are in a unique position, historically and theologically, 
to reconnect this divided definition of mission.

From Our Leaders

An uncomfortable 
place to be

Brian Bauman

Mennonites are in a unique 
position in this era of mis-
sion. Arthur Boers, author 

and seminary professor, notes that we 
sit in that uncomfortable place between 
the mainline and the evangelical church 
traditions. 
 I work with a number of new churches 
and church planters. Some are “new-
comer” congregations; others are steeped 
in the culture of the post-Christendom, 
post-millennium mindset; 
while several are simply 
striving to join God in 
doing ministry in their 
neighbourhood. It can be 
a significant task to help 
these churches and their leaders be in 
that “uncomfortable place.” I suspect it is 
just as challenging for many traditional 
Mennonite congregations to be in that 
“uncomfortable place.”
 It can be argued that the definition 
of mission within the North American 
church has experienced an unfortunate 
schism:
• In the 1800s, the mainline churches 
went in one direction and were labelled 
“social gospellers” as they focused on the 

welfare of the community. Most impor-
tant was the civilization of the society 
so that its people could understand and 
accept the gospel.
• In the other direction went the evan-
gelical churches, the “soul savers,” which 
gave their best energy to individuals, be-
lieving that once they accepted the gospel 
they would be better citizens, which 
would make for a better society.
 The end desire for both these defi-

nitions was the same, but they differed in 
the means to that end.
 A casual observation across the church 
planters with whom I work and the 
established Mennonite congregations 
would suggest that this schism of mission 
definition is alive and well within the 
Mennonite church. On the one hand, I 
hear great fervour for service ministry 
with and to economically mar- 
ginalized communities because that 
is the mission of the church. On the 
other hand, I also hear great passion for 

evangelism—which focuses on individ-
uals making decisions to follow Jesus 
Christ, including making disciples, bap-
tizing and teaching them—because that, 
too, is the mission of the church. 
 It is critical for us as a body to find our 
way back to that uncomfortable place 
between our mainline and evangelical 
sisters. We are in a unique position, his-
torically and theologically, to reconnect 
this divided definition of mission. God 
intends for the mission of the church to 
be about the agendas of both the social 
gospellers and soul savers. To suggest 
that we should do one over and above the 
other only plays into the ongoing dichot-
omy that found its way into Mennonite 
understandings of mission in the 20th 
century.
 If your church likes to “minister to the 

less fortunate” but is uncomfortable talking 
about your experience of Jesus Christ, or 
your church loves to reach out to “the lost” 
but is reluctant to love them unless they fol-
low Jesus, then it is mistakenly living with a 
partitioned definition of mission. Together, 
let’s find a way to reconnect our varying 
understandings and practices of mission, 
standing in concert in a godly but uncom-
fortable place of mission.

Brian Bauman is mission minister for 
Mennonite Church Eastern Canada.

organizations and individuals are working to help 
them. So somehow seeing an advertisement for tours 
that completely ignore them in a Mennonite publica-
tion feels wrong.
 We would encourage people to travel to the Holy 
Land and experience the historical sites for them-
selves, but to not ignore our fellow Christians there. 
Perhaps travellers could contact MCC or individuals 
who have participated in tours that include that 
perspective.
 A tour that includes hearing a variety of perspec-
tives is never easy, but we think that is what Jesus 

would ask us to do. I don’t think any of us would have 
traded our experience, painful as it was at times, for a 
slick tour that ignored the very people Jesus came to 
serve.
Leon Kehl, Kendra Whitfield Ellis, 
Mahlon Martin, Floradale, Ont.

The letter writers all attend Floradale Mennonite 
Church.
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Fear, of course, will be sure-fire proof we have 
ceased living and thinking like missionaries.

Children need to be highly  E
valued by our church

Re: “With sadness and lament,” May 2, page 15.
 In the words of Willard Metzger, it is truly with 
“sadness and lament” that I was notified that Elsie 
Rempel’s position as director of Christian nurture with 
Mennonite Church Canada was terminated due to a 
reduction of expenditures at the national level.

 Although I was saddened by the news, I wasn’t 
completely surprised. Children don’t tend to be highly 
valued in the church and, especially within Mennonite 
communities, views of children are ambiguous. We 
love to see their smiling faces, but we struggle to fund 
and staff programs and ministries for them.
 Yet God has not given up on our children—and 
neither have Mennonites in Canada. We want the chil-
dren in our midst to know and love God and follow in 

Outside the Box

A different sort
of challenge

Phil Wagler

A few months ago our four-year-
old daughter was overheard 
singing a song with only one 

line, which she repeated irritatingly till 
my patient wife didn’t know whether to 
laugh or cry. Our little fireball of estrogen 
was singing a song of her own creation 
ripe with ironic truth: “I’m a different sort 
of challenge.” Amen, little sister. 
 We are all different sorts of challenges. 
I am one, you are one, and if we open 
our eyes we see we are communities of 
Jesus-followers in the midst of a whole 
host of unique challenges. The urban 
is not the suburban is not the rural. In 
fact, even supposedly similar places end 
up being starkly unique. Montreal and 
Vancouver are both cities, 
but it would be foolish to 
say they are therefore the 
same. Rural Saskatchewan 
and rural Newfoundland are 
both in the “country,” but no 
one would be so dumb as to say they are 
parallel universes. 
 Even neighbouring communities can 
be completely unique. I once lived in Ayr, 
Ont., which, as a community that rolled 
out the haggis to celebrate its Scottish 
heritage, was just up the road from Paris. 
You don’t have to be Sherlock Holmes 

to sniff that there are different histories, 
DNA and challenges at work there. Sure, 
the passage of time brings change, just 
like a four-year-old will not always bring 
four-year old challenges. But even new 
realities for a locale—like a sleepy village 
becoming a bedroom community—create 
challenges that cannot be ignored. This 
dynamic is easily forgotten by churches, 
and especially churches with a long his-
tory in a community that has developed 
an unhelpful immunity to change.
 When the church sends missionaries 
from one locale to another, we assume 
they will learn to think like a landed im-
migrant in that culture. They will think 
like a missionary and learn the language, 

adapt, and build friendships and under-
standable and credible bridges across 
a river of different challenges. In fact, 
any missionaries who fail to do this will 
simply not make an impact. They will, in 
reality, not even be missionaries. 
 The same must be said about the 
church as it now finds itself in Canada. 

A recent National Post article states, 
“Evangelical Christian children of im-
migrants feel they cannot openly practise 
their religion, and worry that Christianity 
is no longer a guiding force in Canadian 
society, while Muslims say they are free 
to follow their faith in this country but 
face other forms of discrimination.” The 
study reveals a number of interesting 
trends in Canadian culture, but at the 
very least it should make us aware that, 
whether we’ve been in Canada for a short 
time or a long one, we are all living in the 
epicentre of a different sort of challenge. 
 This can—but must not—elicit fear. 
Fear, of course, will be sure-fire proof we 
have ceased living and thinking like mis-
sionaries. In fact, if this current challenge 
arouses fear it should make you very afraid 
that you have sacrificed the missionary call 
of Jesus and the church, which is sent as a 
beacon of hope into whatever challenging 
reality is set before it, for a closed, protec-
tionist society of the religiously comatose. 
 Very clearly this historical moment 
presents a different sort of challenge. 
The times invite us to think and live like 

missionaries yet again, or perhaps for the 
first time.

Phil Wagler (phil_wagler@yahoo.ca) is 
learning much about the unique chal- 
lenges of thinking like a missionary in 
Surrey, B.C. He is the author of Kingdom 
Culture.
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We’re in trouble if the easiest way to get christians together is to 
have a movie night (and it doesn’t even matter which movie).

the way of Jesus now and for a lifetime.
 In Children’s Voices: Children’s Perspectives of Ethics, 
Theology and Religious Education, esteemed theolo-
gian Marcia Bunge notes that there are at least five 
ways that churches undermine support for parents, 
children and families. Each of these struggles poses 
serious challenges to churches, families and children. 
Yet each one can be remedied—even without a formal 
Christian nurture director at the helm.
1. Many congregational religious educa-
tion initiatives offer under-funded and 

weak programs. Nurturing the faith of children and 
advocating for children’s ministry must become top 
priorities so that young people don’t become ne- 
glected and lost among other ministries and initiatives.
2. Several churches do not adequately 
emphasize the role of parents in children’s 
spiritual formation. Congregations can encour-
age parents and grandparents to take more active roles 
in spiritually nurturing their children by providing 
resources, offering tools and not letting the over-
involvement in church programs add to the busyness 

New Order Voice

The television set
Will Braun

According to a tract produced by 
a Holdeman group, television is 
“rocking people to sleep mor-

ally and spiritually.” I agree with our 
Anabaptist cousins—however outdated 
they sound—although I still love TV.  
 As a child I did not share my parents’ 
view that there were better things to do 
than watch TV. I felt miserably oppressed 
by the one-hour daily quota they im-
posed. Later in life, when an out-of-town 
job came with a fully furnished house 
trailer and free cable, my Holdeman sym-
pathies gave way to World Cup yearn-
ings. The TV came out of storage for the 
soccer spectacle 
and it domi-
nated my morally 
drowsy evenings 
until I moved.
 The allure of TV is strong. Although 
other gadgets have come along, TV 
holds its place. It is easy, titillating and 
distracting. Just sit, click and enjoy. It can 
also be educational—as addicts love to 
point out—but those are not the reasons 
I like it. 
 Nor do I find those defences as persua-
sive as the indictments in the Holdeman 
tract. “A steady diet of brutal crime and 
violence, sponsored by ungodly men, 
is fed to millions not having the moral 
will to resist,” reads the tract, which is 

entitled “The Television Set.” That’s not 
exactly how I would state it, but I can’t 
argue. Wisdom from Ephesians follows: 
“See then that ye walk circumspectly, not 
as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.” The point is 
simple and true: “Much valuable time is 
wasted in front of the TV.” 
 I recall visiting a Holdeman church in 
the late 1990s and hearing the minister 
explain the church’s opposition to TV. 
Although church regulation of lifestyle 
is considered unsophisticated in most 
circles, I found their practice courageous 
and sensible. I could not imagine crafting 

an argument to convince them that TV 
should be church-sanctioned, so I had to 
admire their stand. 
 The tract invites readers to embrace 
“nobler blessings of life” such as “inner 
contentment” and “peaceful and intimate 
conversations so essential to family unity.”
 Many Amish churches also ban TV. As 
Amish bishop David Kline told me last 
year, “If it’s bad for the family, you don’t 
have it.” TV would fall in that category for 
him. 
 Many times I have heard the clichéd 

defence that there are good things on TV. 
Of course, there are. But we’re in trouble 
if we look to Hollywood for spiritual en-
richment. We’re in trouble if our edifica-
tion is interspersed with the naked greed 
of advertising. We’re in trouble if the 
easiest way to get Christians together is 
to have a movie night (and it doesn’t even 
matter which movie). We’re in trouble 
if our ethical sophistication is no more 
nuanced than deeming something good 
so long as no nudity, swearing or violence 
passes before us. 
 TV is not all bad, but the medium itself 
tends to numb creative capacities, social 
interaction and home life. Few people or 
families would benefit from more TV.
 Neither my wife nor I have ever owned 
our own television set. Our four-year-old 
son barely knows what TV is, although 
he likes YouTube clips of farm machinery. 

Tough choices lie ahead. I don’t want to 
offer my children up to the advertisers. I 
don’t want them rocked gently into moral 
ambivalence, nor do I want them to be 
complete misfits.  
 What I would like is for them to 
grow up in a faith community in which 
people’s lives clearly show that there are 
better things to do than watch TV.

Will Braun attends Hope Mennonite 
Church in Winnipeg, Man. He can be 
reached at wbraun@inbox.com.
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Mennonites still confused about  E
‘priesthood of all believers’

Re: “What about the young people?”, May 2, page 13.
 As a young person in the church, the question of 
how to be involved in the church is important to 
me. I agree with Melanie Kampen that young people 
shouldn’t be treated separately from the rest of the 
church. We, the young, are constantly delegated to be 
the “church of the future,” but we would much rather 
be acknowledged as part of the church of today. If we 
aren’t being called today, then why should we stick 
around till tomorrow? 
 As a fellow member of today’s church, I want to 
question her assumption that “Mennonites practise 
a priesthood of all believers.” She assumes that we do 
practise some priesthood of all believers, and also that 
we have a common understanding of what this priest-
hood means for us and our practices. We have no such 

of family life.
3. Parents tend not to engage their chil-
dren in discussions about morality, faith 
and spirituality. Parents need to know that it’s 
okay not to have all the answers, and to express and 
share their doubts with children.
4. Young people typically don’t know very 
much about their faith traditions and 
struggle to articulate how faith relates 
to their daily lives. Parents and other caring 
adults can talk with children about events in the 
world and in their lives—bullying, competitive sports 
and violence—bringing insight about faith and the 
Mennonite way of life to bear on how our faith affects 
how we live in the church and in the world.
5. Denominations tend not to offer critical 
theological reflection on issues of chil-
dren, families and parenting. There needs to 
be serious theological reflection about what it means 
to be a child in today’s world. Perhaps parents and 
ministry leaders can begin small groups focused on 
discussing issues of childhood, parenting and family 
from Mennonite perspectives.
 With cutbacks at the national level, we must all take 
on the role of director of Christian nurture wherever 
we may be, so that children are not left behind. And 
as we all become directors of Christian nurture in the 
lives of young people in our families and communities, 
we will discover that they, in turn, become directors of 
Christian nurture in our lives.
David M. Csinos, Toronto, Ont.

Mennonites should lament  E
recent federal election results

Re: “A political lament,” May 16, page 2.

 Thanks for the excellent and insightful editorial. Yes, 
our peace witness has gone silent when the Mennonite 
support for Conservatives—especially in ridings 
in B.C., Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario—
contradicts any commitment to our confession of 
Christian faith.
 How can we vote for a party on a Monday (election 
day) that promises stealth aircraft and expansion of 
punitive and retributive justice, and rewards cabinet 
ministers who lie, when on Sunday we give our offer-
ings to promote peace, support restorative justice and 
emphasize truth-telling.
 In no Canadian federal election has there been such 
a disjunction between a political party and its policies, 
and our commitment to the example and life of Jesus.
Vern Ratzlaff, Saskatoon, Sask.
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thing!
 As letter writer Bruce Hiebert pointed out, the 
priesthood of all believers was originally a Lutheran 
theology, not a particularly Mennonite one (April 18, 
page 12). Menno Simons briefly referred to it to en-
courage a holy, set-apart lifestyle for believers, not to 
say that all Christians should share the responsibilities 
of ordained leaders. What meaning does “priesthood” 
hold today for Anabaptists that we should be using 
this phrase to describe our practices together?
 I’m excited by theology that empowers all believ-
ers—especially young believers—to share in the min-
istry of the church. But please do not use the phrase 
“priesthood of all believers” to argue that any and all 
believers should be doing the jobs that our leaders 
have been intentionally trained and ordained to do. If 
we can’t explain what priesthood means to us, don’t 
even use it at all.
Michael Turman, Waterloo, Ont.

Milestones l
Births/Adoptions

Berg—miriam Anne (b. may 24, 2011), to Bryan and kristen 
Berg, Breslau mennonite, ont.
Birch—Lucy maria (b. may 6, 2011), to Brett and tara Birch, 
douglas mennonite, winnipeg, man.
Boese—tysen glen peter (b. may 23, 2011), to scott and 
Aimee Boese, tofield mennonite, Alta.
Clark—Adalyn nicole (b. may 13, 2011), to Janice 
(teichroeb) and matthew clark, Laird mennonite, sask.
Gerber—sawyer nathaniel (b. April 7, 2011), to chad and 
kaitlin gerber, maple View mennonite, wellesley, ont.
Higgs—david Anderson (b. may 11, 2011), to sharon and 
Jesse higgs, Rouge Valley mennonite, markham, ont.
Kasdorf—eli Anthony (b. may 10, 2011), to Anthony and 
haley kasdorf, douglas mennonite, winnipeg, man.
Manzolini—Zoe (b. April 18, 2011), to holly wiens and 
corrado manzolini, nutana park mennonite, saskatoon, sask.
Niessen-Toews—Lauren helena (b. may 27, 2011), to erika 
and hartmut niessen-toews, nutana park mennonite, 
saskatoon, sask.
Neufeldt—mia isabelle (b. April 18, 2011), to krista and 
marty neufeldt, nutana park mennonite, saskatoon, sask.
Robins—Ayden Loren (b. Feb. 20, 2011), to Loren and heidi 
Robins, hanley mennonite, sask.
Shandera—Justice samuel (b. may 3, 2011), to Joseph and 
sarah shandera, First mennonite, edmonton, Alta.
Steinmann—Rachel (b. may 18, 2011), to michael and 
megan steinmann, steinmann mennonite, Baden, ont.
Thiessen—solomon peter (b. may 5, 2011), to Jennifer 
coon and matthew Thiessen, nutana park mennonite, 
saskatoon, sask.

Wedler—micah Jonathan and davin isaac (b. march 24, 
2011), to tim (First mennonite, edmonton, Alta.) and karyn 
wedler (Langley mennonite, B.c.), in Langley.
Wiegand—Levi matthew (b. may 15, 2011), to melanie and 
erik wiegand, east Zorra mennonite, tavistock, ont.

Baptisms

Rachel Friesen, Rebekah Enns, Laura Carroll, Blake 
Penner, Emalee Sawatzky, Keith Kampen, Jude Guzzi, 
Mathieu Sawatsky—Bethel mennonite, winnipeg, man.
Erica Doucette—osler mennonite, sask., may 22, 2011.
Nicole Jaeger, Caleb Niemeyer, Susan Prestwich—
Rouge Valley mennonite, markham, ont., April 24, 2011.

Marriages

Christie/Turman—michael turman (First mennonite, 
kitchener, ont.) and Alicia christie, at. st. Louis Roman 
catholic church, waterloo, ont., march 5, 2011.
Fast/Martens—ernest Fast (Rosthern mennonite, sask.) 
and pamela martens, at warman Bergthaler mennonite, 
sask., April 23, 2011.

Deaths

Bender—debbie, 39 (b. oct. 29, 1971; d. may 21, 2011), 
steinmann mennonite, Baden, ont.
Cleary—eric, 64 (b. Feb. 20, 1947; d. may 8, 2011), wideman 
mennonite, markham, ont.
Dike—elva (nee wideman), 84 (b. June 24, 1926; d. April 27, 
2011), wideman mennonite, markham, ont.
Epp—Abe, 95 (b. dec. 10, 1915; d. April 13, 2011), waterloo-
kitchener united mennonite, waterloo, ont.
Epp—gordon, 84 (b. march 19, 1927; d. April 26, 2011), 
eigenheim mennonite, Rosthern, sask.
Epp—neil, 63 (b. July 27, 1947; d. march 16, 2011), Laird 
mennonite, sask.
Friesen—erna, 73 (b. Jan. 7, 1938; d. April 10, 2011), Bethel 
mennonite, winnipeg, man.
Funk—Annie, 96 (b. Jan. 18, 1915; d. may 23, 2011), north 
star mennonite, drake, sask.
Kroeker—Abe, 85 (b. oct. 19, 1925; d. may 15, 2011), Bethel 
mennonite, winnipeg, man.
Nesdoly—gordon, 59 (b. oct. 6, 1951; d. may 17, 2011), 
Laird mennonite, sask.
Neufeld—Lindsey, 24 (b. Feb. 24, 1987; d. April 29, 2011), 
horse Lake mennonite, duck Lake, sask.
Rempel—elsie (nee goertzen), 73 (b. June 5, 1937; d. may 
19, 2011), sargent Avenue mennonite, winnipeg, man.
Sawatzky—hilda, 72 (b. Jan. 22, 1939; d. April 8, 2011), 
Bethel mennonite, winnipeg, man.
Schmidt—Lothar, 62 (b. April 14, 1948; d. April 4, 2011), 
pembina mennonite, morden, man.
Schwartzentruber—elmina, 89 (d. may 14, 2011), 
tavistock mennonite, ont.
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God at work in the World

Cover Story

Speaking with one voice
Peace message closes Decade to Overcome Violence 
celebration; Mennonite voices prominent at 
International Ecumenical Peace Convocation

world council of churches
kingston, JAmAicA

Participants at the International 
Ecumenical Peace Convocation 

(IEPC)—held last month in Kingston, 
Jamaica, to celebrate the end of the Decade 
to Overcome Violence—released a mes-
sage expressing their unified experience 
of a week-long exploration of a just peace 
and ways to navigate a path forward as 
they return to their homes and churches 
around the world. Attempting to take into 
account each other’s varied contexts and 
histories, participants were unified in their 
aspiration that war should become illegal 
and that peace is central in all religious 
traditions.
 The message states: “With partners 
of other faiths, we have recognized that 

peace is a core value in all religions, and 
the promise of peace extends to all people 
regardless of their traditions and commit-
ments. Through intensified inter-religious 
dialogue we seek common ground with all 
world religions.”
 The participants acknowledged that each 
church and each religion brings with it a 
different standpoint from which to begin 
walking towards a just peace. Some begin 
from a standpoint of personal conversion 
and morality. Others stress the need to 
focus on mutual support and correction 
within the body of Christ, while still others 
encourage churches to commit to broad 
social movements and the public witness 
of the church.

 “Each approach has merit,” states the 
message, which was crafted by a seven-
member committee chaired by Bishop 
Ivan Abrahams of the Methodist Church 
of Southern Africa. “They are not mutually 
exclusive. In fact, they belong inseparably 
together. Even in our diversity we can 
speak with one voice.”
 Abrahams hopes that convocation par-
ticipants will find their voices in the mes-
sage. “In many ways, this convocation 
is a milestone in the march toward just 
peace,” he said at the convocation’s closing 
event. “This message is to ourselves, to our 
churches and related organizations, and to 
the world that is bruised and broken, and 
that God so loves.”
 The message also acknowledges that 
the church has often obstructed the path 
towards a just peace: “We realize that 
Christians have often been complicit in 
systems of violence, injustice, militarism, 
racism, caste-ism, intolerance and dis-
crimination. We ask God to forgive our 
sins, and to transform us as agents of right-
eousness and advocates of just peace.”
 The convocation’s message captures 
only part of a truly historic event, said the 
Rev. Dr. Walter Altmann, moderator of 
the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
Central Committee, as he received the 
IEPC message on behalf of the WCC. “You 
take with you much more than a text; you 
take with you a profound ecumenical ex-
perience,” he said.
 The ending of WCC’s Decade to 
Overcome Violence—an initiative first pro-
posed by German Mennonite theologian 
Fernando Enns—is also a new beginning, 
Altmann added. “As we return, each of us 

German Mennonite theologian Fernando Enns, who first proposed the Decade to 
Overcome Violence, speaks at the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation in 
Kingston, Jamaica, an event held to celebrate the decade’s conclusion.

wcc photo BY peteR wiLLiAms
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becomes a living message for the IECP,” he 
said.
 The peace convocation participants re-
sponded to a reading of their final message 
with a standing ovation.
 The general secretary of the WCC, Rev. 
Dr. Olav Fykse Tveit, expressed his pride 
to the participants who challenged them-
selves and each other to reach new levels 
of understanding and determination. “We 
are called to be one in our witness,” he said. 
“We also see that the way to just peace has 
united us. This is a gift for all of us and we 
shall use it well.”
 The final message may be complete, but 
the work of the peace convocation is only 
beginning, said Enns, who was moderator 
of the preparatory committee for the event. 
“We are only beginning to grasp the possi-
bilities we have when we really respect one 
another,” said the professor of Mennonite 
peace theology and ethics at the Free 
University of Amsterdam, Holland. “The 
church shall not speak to the marginalized; 
the church is where the marginalized are.”
 While convocation participants should 
celebrate their experience, Enns believes 
they should not rest satisfied. “Our journey 
must continue,” he told those at the closing 
event. “You and I, we shall hold each other 
accountable. The church is either accepting 
the call to just peace or it is not the church 
at all.”

Peacemaking can be rooted 
in theology and mission
Making peace an integral part of the life of 
church mission and witness has not been 
as common as some might think, accord-
ing to Thomas Finger, a former professor of 

systematic and spiritual theology at Eastern 
Mennonite Seminary, Harrisonburg, Va. 
Rather, the opposite seems to be true, as 
the church throughout history has found 
itself pointing the sharper—rather than the 
blunt—edge of the sword, many times using 
violence in the name of God. Following 
closely behind has been mission and theol-
ogy, either justifying it or keeping silent.

 Is it possible there is a non-coercive ex-
pression of mission and theology that can 
move the church towards being a peace-
maker? This was the point of discussion 
during a convocation workshop Finger led. 
Entitled “Peace: The lens for re-visioning 
Christian theology and mission,” partici-
pants explored his views about peace, jus-
tice, salvation, sin and Jesus’ mission.
 He explored classic theological assump-
tions, one of the strongest being that vio-
lence is central to the theological concept 
of sin. “If the way that led to death is vio-
lent, the way that leads to life cannot be 
violent,” Finger suggested, adding, “Sin is 
not only the personal breaking of divine 

laws, but also the corporate turning away 
from and losing sight of God, peace and 
justice.”
 By proposing complementary approaches 
to Christian theology, Finger said this would 
help churches and individuals focus the ex-
perience of their faith on the core of Jesus’ 
message, which is peace. Finger, who joined 
a Mennonite Church U.S.A. congregation 

at the age of 38, helped workshop partici-
pants reach the consensus that, through the 
lens of peace, theology can be more than 
“the clarification of the articulation and the 
testing of our basic conditions.”
 One of these basic conditions is that 
people think life is a struggle. But life can be 
something different, he said, citing the pos-
sibilities of relationships and peace. People 
can also reverse the current “logic” of vio-
lence through the strength of their faith and 
commitment. “The resurrection itself re-
versed the logic of violence and condemns 
those who killed Jesus,” he concluded.
 Finger, who maintains a dialogue with 
elements of both Orthodox Christian 
theology and liberation theologies, said the 
Holy Trinity is essential for any theological 
reflection and a perfect model of peace, in-
viting human beings to live in communion 
through the event of the resurrection.
 Finger also echoed some elements of 
liberation and contextual theologies, es-
pecially when analyzing structural sins and 
defending liberation for renewal and the 
establishment of peace and justice. l

The Decade to Overcome Violence logo 
is used with permission from the World 
Conference of Churches.

Thomas Finger, a former professor at Eastern Mennonite Seminary, Harrisonburg, 
Va., leads a workshop on ‘Peace: The lens for re-visioning Christian theology and 
mission,’ at the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation in Kingston, Jamaica.

wcc photo BY mARceLo schneideR

[P]articipants were unified in their aspiration 
that war should become illegal and that 
peace is central in all religious traditions.
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Paying the price to 
keep Winnipeg dry
Mennonite farmer wants province to quit 
‘transplanting the problem’ of spring flooding

By Rachel Bergen
national correspondent

While Winnipeggers remained dry 
and free from the worry of flooding 

this spring, this is not the case for farmers 
living near the Portage Diversion, includ-
ing Tony and Astrid Peters and their family. 
Up to 75 percent of the Peters’ 405-hectare 
potato farm is engulfed by water.
 This is because the move was made, more 
than 40 years ago, to protect Winnipeg by 
building a diversion so that water would 
flow from the Assiniboine River to Lake 
Manitoba.
 According to Tony Peters, a member of 
Portage Mennonite Church in Portage la 
Prairie, Man., this diversion has not done 
its job. “Water pours out and the water 
breaches the banks and floods agricultural 
land around Lake Manitoba,” he says. “The 
outlet is way too small for the amount of 
water that enters into the lake.”

 Because of wet weather conditions this 
spring, the Portage la Prairie/Brandon area 
and other communities surrounding Lake 
Manitoba have experienced the “flood of 
the century,” Peters says. “We won’t be 
planting any acres on our farm this year.”
 Although the family has experienced a 
great deal of stress from the flood, they 
have been helped a great deal by the local 
churches and their neighbours. Portage 
Mennonite, as well as the local Alliance 
church, helped sandbag. “They even 
brought food,” Peters says enthusiastically. 
“To have that kind of input to help you is a 
heartwarming experience.”
 It isn’t just the local church that has been 
helping out. Mennonite Church Canada has 
been trying to raise awareness by sending out 
prayer requests to churches across Canada, 
says communications director Dan Dyck. 

Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) has also 
been responding to calls for help with flood-
ed basements and rescuing appliances that 
are dangerously close to encroaching water.
 According to Manitoba MDS chair Dan 
Klassen, there isn’t a great deal of work for 
MDS right now, but the “local volunteers 
have been responding as needed,” he says. 
“The government has been providing a 
bunch of funding. After a few months we 
will be covering those who fell through the 
cracks.”
 But based on the many floods he has 
lived through, Peters has found that the 
government does little to help those who 
are suffering. “The programs put in place 
are very, very long, tedious and difficult to 
be a part of,” he says.
 He thinks this may be because those who 
are not directly affected by the flood do not 
understand the big sacrifice those affected 
have made so that Winnipeg can stay dry. 
“It feels like it isn’t [Winnipeg’s] problem 
at all, just our problem,” he says, adding, 
“That’s a hurting feeling. . . . We’re paying 
a big price tag to keep Winnipeg dry.”
 “I think we have to learn that taking the 
problem away from one sector of people 
and giving it to someone else is really not 
a solution,” Peters says. “It’s just trans-
planting the problem.” l

Tony Peters looks at his flooded farmland. The Manitoba farmer hopes this year’s flooding prompts the province to re-examine 
its entire flood-protection system to better balance the negative effects of flooding.

winnipeg FRee pRess photo BY mike deAL
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Slave Lake burns while 
Valaqua road is flooded
By Donita Wiebe-Neufeld
Alberta correspondent

Personal Reflection

Evacuation
© by Aaron A . Lehman
special to canadian mennonite

“Where have you been today?” the 
customs officer at the Edmonton 
International Airport asked.

 My wife Winifred named the places: “Meridian, 
Miss.; Atlanta, Ga.; Minneapolis, Minn., and here.”
 “What have you heard about Slave Lake?”
 “We haven’t heard anything since we left home eight 
days ago.”
 “Slave Lake is on fire.”
 “You mean a forest fire?”
 “Yes, and the town.”
 “Oh no!”
 “I’m sorry. Go ahead.”
 At 1 a.m. on May 17, our emotions tumbled forth. 
We were tired from the long trip, waiting in terminals, 
eating airport food and dealing with a delayed flight. 
Now, an hour behind schedule, we were standing 
bewildered waiting at the baggage claim.
 Our trip to Mississippi had been planned for some 
time, the latest in several Voluntary Service reunions 
for us. We had a great time of sharing and fellowship, 
listening to the night sounds of frogs, cicadas and 
other animals.
 “Slave Lake may have ice and snow during a long 
winter, but we don’t have to worry about tornadoes and 
floods,” I recall saying, oblivious to what was happening 
in Slave Lake at that very moment. I had forgotten—
or ignored—the fact that we live in the middle of the 
Boreal Forest, prone to forest fires in May.
 At this time in Slave Lake, some seven thousand 
people and numerous pets were being evacuated. 

Some barely escaped with their lives as acrid smoke 
darkened the sky and surging flames torched their 
homes and businesses.
 How could this have happened? As is often the case 
in northern Alberta in May, there are days with south-
east winds that bring hot, dry air. Everyone enjoys 
these spring days.
 All was fine until May 14, when a spark ignited dry 
grass east of town. Such fires are common in our area. 
The forest service was prepared to take immediate 
action. Firefighters were called in. Air tankers and heli-
copters with buckets scooped up water from the lake 
and dropped it and flame retardant on the fire.
 But wind was the culprit. Fanned by strong winds, 
the fires got out of control. By that evening, a com-
bination of abnormal factors combined to bring a for-
est fire “tsunami,” as one firefighter described it, over 
the town. Winds of 100 kilometres per hour made it 
too dangerous to use air tankers or helicopters. Fire-
fighters bravely battled the onslaught, but lost. Most 
of the institutions, including schools and the hospital, 
were saved. The new library, town office and some 300 
homes were gone by the next day, however.
 At the last minute, residents hopped into their 
vehicles and joined the procession out of town. Some 
saw their houses flash into flames as they drove away. 
They gathered again in evacuation centres in Smith, 
Westlock, Athabasca and Edmonton, to hug and share 
stories and get aid provided by generous Alberta 
donors. We met our family members in Edmonton 
and learned that our places were spared, but homes 
of our neighbours and friends were lost. Courageous 
actions by firefighters ensured no one died.
 Finally, the call has come to go home. Everyone will 
need to help rebuild the community. Some people will 
need more help than others, but there is a strong com-
munity spirit and we will get it done. l

In the past month, wildfires in northern 
Alberta devastated the community of 

Slave Lake, with the resulting losses com-
ing to the attention of both Mennonite 
Mutual Insurance (MMI) and Mennonite 
Disaster Service (MDS), while in the south 

the swelling Little Red Deer River cut off 
access to Camp Valaqua from the north.
 Although Alberta’s Mennonite Mutual 
Insurance only has a dozen policyhold-
ers in the north, the heat from the Slave 
Lake fires was felt all the way to its Calgary 

offices. “It kind of hit home because it’s one 
of our staff whose parents lost their home,” 
said claims manager Larry Jantzi. 
 On May 15, wildfires ripped through 
Slave Lake, pushed by winds up to 100 
kilometres per hour. Residents rushed to 
evacuate and were unable to take more 
than a few possessions with them. A third 
of the town of 7,000 was destroyed, includ-
ing businesses, homes, the new town hall 
and library.
 Lauren Dyck, an insurance representa-
tive at the La Crete MMI office, is helping 
Slave Lake area policyholders deal with 
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Stories of Fire and Rain

their losses. Dyck’s parents, Abe and Rita 
Dyck, lost their home and all its contents 
to the fire.
 Dyck, who grew up in La Crete and 
worked in the Slave Lake area before join-
ing the staff at MMI, clearly understands his 
work as Christian ministry. “After the fire, 
I was calling [policyholders] representing 
MMI, but also knowing them,” Dyck said. 
He found policyholders thankful for the 
call and relieved to hear they were covered 
for the wildfire, evacuation expenses and 
other damage they may yet discover.
 Dyck’s parents were not at home when 
the wildfires struck. A few days ear-
lier they had left Slave Lake to manage 
a campground near La Crete. In spite of 
losing their home, Dyck said his parents 
feel blessed knowing people are safe and 
that they have a place to stay. They also did 
not have to face the trauma of emergency 
evacuation surrounded by wind and fire.
 MDS is waiting to be called in to volun-
teer with clean-up and rebuilding. Peter 
Goertzen, the MDS rep in La Crete, has 
made contact with town administration 
and tried to get in to see what is needed. 

“We haven’t been in there yet,” he said on 
May 26. “They are starting to let residents 
back in. . . . Nobody’s prepared for this kind 
of thing.”
 Many of the destroyed homes were bull-
dozed before residents could see them. “It’s 
a little like burying the body before the 
family has had a chance to see,” Goertzen 
said. He is frustrated and sad about the 
situation, predicting there will be added 

grief because of it.
 As of May 26, MDS and other organ-
izations such as Samaritan’s Purse didn’t 
know what they might be called upon to 
do. “There’s a good possibility [MDS] will 
be in the rural areas,” Goertzen speculated. 
“The rural area has lost 59 houses. Those 
have not been [bulldozed].”
 Meanwhile, heavy rains in southern 
Alberta, combined with snow melt from 
the mountains, caused a number of rivers 
to flood, including Little Red Deer River, 
which bisects Camp Valaqua. At one point, 
the water completely covered the bridge that 
allows access to the camp from the north.
 Camp staff told Canadian Mennonite 
that they aren’t particularly concerned. 
When the river floods, it only affects one 
shed and a swimming area. The only loss 
at this point is the swimming dock that got 
swept downstream and the slide that used 
to be attached to it is missing. l

All that’s left of the home of Abe and Rita Dyck of Slave Lake, Alta., after last 
month’s wildfire wreaked havoc to the town of 7,000.

The Water Valley bridge over Little Red 
Deer River flooded this spring, blocking 
access to Camp Valaqua from the north.

photo BY Jim senioR
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A large and appreciative crowd came 
out on May 13 to celebrate the grand 
opening of Wilson Courts, a two-
building, 24-unit Eden East complex in 
Steinbach, Man. The apartments pro-
vide safe, affordable housing for people 
living with mental health concerns. 
Pictured from left to right: Mark and 
Bonnie Loewen, who originally owned 
the apartment complex; Ron Dyck, Eden 
East director; Jack Dueck, Wilson Courts 
West resident; Ed Penner, Eden East 
board member; James Friesen, Eden 
Health Care Services chief executive 
officer; Pat Moore of Manitoba Housing; 
Bill Kehler, Eden East board chair; and 
Deb Taillefer, director of mental health 
for South Eastman Health.

As part of an ongoing Mennonite-
Muslim dialogue, Mennonite Central 

Committee Ontario volunteers—includ-
ing Marlene Epp, left, and Sagal Muse—

converged recently on the Residential 
Energy Efficiency Program (REEP) 

House in Kitchener, Ont., to install a 
rain garden. Instead of having rain run 
off, collect pollutants and carry them to 

streams and rivers, rain gardens are spe-
cifically designed to increase rainwater 
soaking into the ground, where contam-

inants are filtered out, leaving clean 
water to enter the aquifer.

eden heALth cARe seRVices photo

photo BY RichARd ALBRecht

God at work in the Worldsnapshots
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In Praise of Thrift Shopping

MCC thrift shop sales 
continue to boom 
By Gladys Terichow
mennonite central committee

ST. CATHARINES, ONT.—Business 
was brisk at the 56 Mennonite Central 

Committee (MCC) thrift shops across 
Canada last year, as local boards and vol-
unteers continued to explore new ways to 
increase sales.
 In 2010, Canadian thrift shop contribu-
tions to MCC exceeded $7.2 million, far 
above the projected income and the previ-
ous year’s record contributions of $5.9 mil-
lion, says Canadian thrift shop coordinator 
Judy Dyck.
 Although unpaid volunteers continue 
to be the “heart and soul” of MCC thrift 
shops, Dyck says many shops have become 
large multi-faceted businesses. Some shops 
now occupy department-store-sized spaces 
and  have grown to the point where they 
require assistance from paid managers.
 “Donors, customers and volunteers want 
to know their contributions will produce 
a good end result, and MCC thrift shops 
have demonstrated their commitment to 
caring for creation and supporting MCC 
projects and programs,” Dyck notes.
 The Christian Benefit Shop in St. 
Catharines exemplifies some of the chan-
ges that thrift shops are making to recycle 
used goods, support local communities, 
increase sales and operate well-organized 
shops, says Dyck.
 In January 2009, the seven-member 
board that operated two thrift shops in this 
southwestern Ontario city invited MCC 
service workers Phil and Joan Steininger 
of Larkspur, Col., to manage the new com-
bined shop.
 The new managers had retired from their 
careers, he as the manager of a municipal 
water and service district and she as an ele-
mentary school librarian. They brought 
the management skills needed to assist the 
board and volunteers with combining the 
two shops and moving the business into 
larger premises.
 The shop is now located in a 715-square-
metre building in a multi-ethnic residential 

community. It is operated like a retail busi-
ness. Sales are tracked by department to 
give volunteers a sense of what sells and 
what doesn’t, and to acknowledge their 
contributions to overall sales. Silent auc-
tions, extended hours and special events 
also contribute to increased sales.
 This past year sales increased by 57 per-
cent, to $600,000. Despite having mortgage 
payments and higher expenses, contribu-
tions to MCC increased by 34 percent, Phil 
says. “Every day we have people standing 
outside waiting for us to open the doors. 
This is a meeting place for people of all 
ages. People feel very comfortable com-
ing here. One person even fell asleep on a 
couch. That tells me that people feel com-
fortable in this shop.”

 “It is the personal touch of our volun-
teers that makes this place so special,” Joan 
adds. “Our volunteers genuinely like work-
ing with people.”
 The shop has a volunteer base of 160 
people. Betty Penner has been volunteer-
ing since the first shop opened in 1974. 
She says that in the early years her main 
responsibilities in the shop were cleaning 
and polishing shoes. “I had six children and 
my mother-in-law came to our house to 
babysit that day,” she recalls. “I liked work-
ing in the thrift shop; it was my day off.”
 She now has 11 grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren, but still comes to the 
shop on a weekly basis to price house-
wares. “MCC is important to me because 
MCC helped my parents in Russia, and 
now we are able to give back and help 
others,” Penner says.
 Thirty-eight years after the first thrift 
shop opened in Altona, Man., in 1972, 108 
shops now operate across Canada and the 
U.S., contributing more than $112 million 
to the work of MCC during that time, says 
Dyck. l

Managers Joan and Phil Steininger take a moment to enjoy one of the furniture 
displays in the Christian Benefit Shop in St. Catharines, Ont.

mcc photo BY ninA Linton

‘i liked working in the thrift shop; it was my day off.’
(Betty Penner, long-time thrift shop volunteer)
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‘A good peaceful place to be’
Thrift shop provides sense of community 
in Winnipeg neighbourhood

Story and Photo  
by Gladys Terichow 
mennonite central committee
winnipeg, mAn.

Margarite Courchene lives alone in the 
North End of Winnipeg and doesn’t 

leave her home when it is dark outside. “I 
don’t need to watch the news on TV to 
learn about the crime and violence in this 
neighbourhood,” she says. “It is in front of 
me when I look out of my windows.”
 But she is not afraid to leave her house 
during the day when the streets are filled 
with people of all ages and from all walks of 
life, and her destination is the Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) thrift shop on 
Selkirk Avenue, just a short walk from her 
house. “I come here lots of times, some-
times more than once a day,” she says. “It 
is a good peaceful place to be.”
 Finding things that she would not be able 
to find anywhere else is not the only rea-
son for her daily visits to the thrift shop, 
however. “I always run into my friends and 
neighbours here,” she says. “It is a good 
place to meet people.”

 The shop’s manager, Gerry Loewen, says 
violent crimes in the community affect the 
well-being of everyone living and work-
ing in this historic neighbourhood. The 
important issues for her and others work-
ing in the thrift shop are meeting physical, 
social and emotional needs of people liv-
ing in the community, and participating in 
community efforts that strengthen a sense 
of belonging.
 The thrift shop has developed into an 
inter-generational meeting place that 
brings together people who have lived in 
the city’s North End for many generations. 
This includes aboriginals, newcomers from 
other countries and people from other 
communities working for agencies and 
businesses located near the thrift shop.  
 “We are located in a neighbourhood 
that benefits tremendously from our mer-
chandise,” says Loewen. “We are a very 
busy store. But even on days that we don’t 

sell a lot, it is busy because it is a meeting 
place.”  
 Proceeds from the sale of the items sup-
port MCC projects in other countries, but 
Loewen says she often reminds her volun-
teer staff that “it is not just about making 
money for MCC; it’s about serving people 
who have witnessed violence or have been 
victimized.”
 Relationships, she explains, are being 
developed through making efforts to know 
people by their first names, taking the time 
to hear their stories, and creating an atmo-
sphere that is welcoming and peaceful.
 To reduce graffiti and beautify the neigh-
bourhood, the thrift shop participated in 
the Selkirk Avenue Mural Project. These 
efforts are appreciated by Courchene and 
others who live in the neighbourhood. “The 
murals look beautiful. They make the back 
alley look clean,” she says.
 Although there is a lot of visiting and 
laughing taking place in the shop, the 
main attraction is the goods donated to 
the shop.
 “There are only two things in my house 
that I haven’t bought here—my bedroom 
suite and dining room table,” Courchene 
says. “Everything else that I have in my 
house I have bought here. I always walk 
out with something.” l

MCC thrift shop manager Gerry Loewen, left, and customer Margarite Courchene are pleased that a mural on the building is 
reducing graffiti in this Winnipeg neighbourhood.
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In Praise of Thrift Shopping

Rebekah McGill, left, manager of the New Hamburg (Ont.) Thrift Centre perennial sale and market garden, pots 
plants with one of the volunteers, her mother Heather. McGill, a fourth-year life sciences student at McMaster University, 
Hamilton, Ont., was hired for the season through an Ontario government grant. The perennial sale attracts home-owners 

as well as landscaping companies that buy large numbers of plants. The plants come from volunteers, including people who 
divide their plants each spring, and from those who are moving from their homes into apartments or nursing homes. In its 
first year (2010), the plant sale took in $22,000; this year, it sold $5,000 worth of plants in the first week of operation. Over 

its 30 years of operation, the thrift centre has contributed $4 million to Mennonite Central Committee Ontario.

photo BY dAVe RogALskY
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God at work in the Church

The survey says . . .
Latest survey shows Canadian Mennonite readers still look to 
magazine as their first choice for local and national church news

By Ross W. Muir
managing editor
wAteRLoo, ont.

website, 62 percent agree or strongly agree 
that it is easy to navigate.
 Ninety-three percent of respondents said 
our articles strike “a good balance between 
criticism and promotion,” while 88 percent 
agree or strongly agree that our publication 
is “true to its mission of ‘providing a bal-
ance of Anabaptist perspectives in news 
and commentary.’ ” We also received kudos 
for providing “a good balance between 
theological issues and practical, down-to-
earth Christian living”; 82 percent agree or 
strongly agree with this statement.
 Individual respondents spanned the 
gamut on these questions. “The maga-
zine has lost its critical edge as it has 
become more of a spokespiece for the 
denomination,” was one comment, while 
another said, “I like reading the Canadian 
Mennonite; it is kind of ‘homey’ and pleas-
ant, with a great variety of topics covered 
and viewpoints expressed.”
 When it comes to the quality of our maga-
zine: 94 percent agree or strongly agree that 
the writing is professional; 84 percent agree 
or strongly agree that we use photographs 
effectively; and 87 percent agree or strongly 
agree that the layout is appealing.
 However, “pro-
fessionalism” is not 
perceived as good 
by everyone. Wrote 
o n e  r e s p o n d -
ent: “Sometimes 
[ C a n a d i a n 
Mennonite] is too 
professional. The 
Scriptures tell us 
that when Jesus 
was here, the com-
mon people heard 
him gladly.  .  .  . 
There are still many 

loyal people in the church who are intelligent 
and thoughtful, but cannot relate to highly 
professional thinking and big words, who 
you are losing as readers, in my opinion.”
 Readers tend to turn to the editorial first 
(47 percent), followed by feature articles 
(16 percent) and letters to the editor (15 
percent).
 O u r  re a d e r s  a re  co m m i t te d  to 
Anabaptism, with 80 percent saying they 
have been affiliated with the Mennonite 
faith for more than 50 years. Only 4 per-
cent of respondents have been affiliated for 
less than 10 years.
 But the magazine does have appeal to 
younger readers. Said one, “Have noticed 
my 22-year-old grandson picking up the 
paper and reading it at our house. It is his 
only contact at present, as he has removed 
himself from the church fellowship. That is 
the situation with many of our youth.”

Top 10 Suggestions
• Get rid of the coloured backgrounds.
• Keep the print version/ don’t go online 
only.
• Print more arts/culture articles and 
poetry.
• Lighten up on the over-emphasis on 
peace and social justice.
• Print more Bible-based or salvation 
articles.
• Print more articles from Eastern Canada. 
(More than half of the survey respondents 
were from Eastern Canada.)
• You have lost your edge; articles need to 
be more critical.
• Print more longer articles.
• Switch to good quality—glossy—paper.
• Keep using newsprint. l

Despite a small survey sample—only 
215 out of more than 14,000 sub-

scribers took the time to send back the 
two-page questionnaire in our Feb. 21 
issue—it is clear that readers still believe 
Canadian Mennonite “should be a primary 
source of information about Mennonite 
Church Canada”; 89 percent agree or 
strongly agree with this sentiment. More 
than 90 percent said we succeeded in being 
their primary source of information.
 When it comes to representing readers’ 
geographical areas “adequately,” 79 per-
cent agree or strongly agree that we do 
just that. Our approval rating was high-
est in Manitoba (83 percent) and lowest in 
Alberta (64 percent).
 The demographics of our readership have 
changed somewhat since our last survey in 
2001. At that time, 46 percent said they were 
over 60. Now, nearly 69 percent are over 65; 
another 25 percent are between 41 and 65. 
That leaves less than 7 percent of our read-
ers between the ages of 15 and 40. 
 Our readers tend to be better educated 
than the general population, with more 
than 53 percent citing an undergraduate 
or post-graduate degree, more than twice 
the national average. Less than 10 percent 
reported they had only a grade school 
education.
 Nearly 59 percent of respondents read 
every issue from cover to cover, while an-
other 40 percent read items of interest. On 
average, 28 percent spend more than two 
hours reading each issue, with another 61 
percent taking between one and two hours. 
 However, when it comes to accessing our 
magazine online, three-quarters indicate 
that they never visit canadianmennonite.
org for news updates or the online version 
of our publication. Twenty percent visit 
occasionally. Of those who do visit our 

Readers comment
• I would like to see more critique and analysis of our politics 
through the lens of Anabaptist-Mennonite theology.
• We would like to see a good Bible study in each issue. The 
Scripture must remain our focal point.
• More articles by Aiden Enns and Will Braun or that type of 
theological thinking.
• As it is, this paper gives one the impression that preaching the 
gospel and helping people find salvation in Christ is not very 
high on the agenda of Mennonite Church Canada.
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Alissa Bender,  
new pastor at  
Hamilton  
Mennonite Church

Emerging from the shadows
Church families not immune to domestic violence and abuse 

By Henry Neufeld
special to canadian mennonite
ABBotsFoRd, B.c.

of domestic violence.
  Nason-Clark has developed “Religion 
and Violence E-learning,” a web-based re-
source (theraveproject.org) to help church 
leaders respond to domestic violence in 
ways that are compassionate, and to in-
form them about walking alongside vic-
tims of domestic violence. 
 In responding to the presentation, Pastor 
Andrew Dyck of King Road Mennonite 
Brethren Church, Abbotsford, noted that 
pastors experience a lot of pressures in 
their work and often lack the resources to 
deal with situations. “There are no ‘model’ 
families in the Bible,” he said. “There are 
some dastardly stories there.”
 Another conference session focused on 
a survey of a hundred people who left a 
church due to spiritual abuse, defined as 
situations where a spiritual leader misuses 
Scripture and authority to control, domi-
nate and manipulate people, and often 
does this with the blessing of an elders 
board of “yes men.”
 Churches where spiritual abuse occurs 
are under the control of a pastor with no 
accountability structure, where “you must 

be 100 percent loyal to the pastor,” accord-
ing to Barb Orlowski, author of the self-
published book, Spiritual Abuse Recovery. 
These men have violated their sacred trust 
to be a shepherd, she said, adding that pub-
lic rebuking, legalism and social shunning 
are strategies often employed in spiritual 
abuse situations.
 The wounds of spiritual abuse take time 
to heal, according to Orlowski, cautioning 
against quick forgiveness. “Only when the 
depth of injustice is conscientiously reck-
oned with, can forgiveness be extended,” 
she told the conference.
 “I was disappointed with the leader-
ship because I perceived that I did not 
get a fair hearing,” a respondent said. “I 
went into meetings where decisions had 
already been made and any listening was 
really only waiting for their turn to lower 
the boom. My hope had been that, as a 
minimum, we would clarify our differing 
views and come to an understanding of 
each other’s positions. . . . If the views were 
differing enough we could painfully, but at 
least amiably, separate. Unfortunately, . . . 
the leaders had to believe they had God’s 
will, and, as such, had to stick up for God 
by booting us out the door.” 
 The conference also had sessions on 
working with men who act violently; faith-
based shelters; the link between hope and 
accountability; why clergy don’t under-
stand; pornography; and domestic violence 
in a peace church. l

Domestic violence knows no bound-
ary between the secular and spiritual 

worlds, as one in four families—whether 
outside or inside the church—is impacted 
by domestic violence and abuse.
  “Emerging from the shadows” was the 
theme of a recent conference put on by 
Peace and Safety in the Christian Home, a 
leading international organization promot-
ing peace and safety in the Christian home. 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) 
Canada and MCC B.C. were among the 
sponsors of this three-day annual event in 
Abbotsford, which drew nearly 200 partici-
pants from Canada, the U.S. and abroad.
 About 50 pastors met to hear University 
of New Brunswick sociologist Nancy 
Nason-Clark’s comments on the role of 
the church in domestic violence.
 “Sometimes home is not a place of 
peace and safety,” she said. “When violence 
strikes at home, people often look to the 
church for help.” She noted, however, that 
there is a “high hush” that operates in many 
churches that do not want to hear about 
abuse and violence. 
 Citing her research, she said that when a 
religious leader supports and counsels the 
abuser, recidivism is reduced by 80 per-
cent. Most church leaders, however, say 
they are not equipped to help in situations 

‘Sometimes home is not a place of peace and safety.’
(nancy nason-clark)
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Mennonite Girls Can Cook
Lovella Schellenberg, Anneliese Friesen, Judy Wiebe, Betty 
Reimer, Bev Klassen, Charlotte Penner, Ellen Bayles, Julie 
Klassen, Kathy McLellan, Marg Bartel

Three years ago, Lovella Schellenberg started a blog 
to record her thoughts, memories and recipes from 
her Mennonite heritage. It proved so popular that she 
invited other women to join her. The result: The blog 
Mennonite Girls Can Cook. 

Now the popular blog—over 1.6 million visits since 2008—is also a beautiful 
book that celebrates hospitality, blessing, sharing, friendship and good food. 

Proceeds from Mennonite Girls Can Cook will go to charity.

$24.99 USD/$28.99 CAD. www.mennonitegirlscancook.net

“
“

My church was looking for ways 
to encourage cheerful giving. 
We learned about a term deposit 
that lets members earn interest  
and supports the church! MSCU 
gives 0.5% bonus interest to my church when  
I invest in…

www.mscu.com  |  1.888.672.6728 

An investment for you, bonus interest for your church

Until July 29th

.15%* 236 Month Term
*Rate subject to change

Briefly noted l
New buildings transform 
two Saskatchewan camps
• Camp Elim is adding a fifth camp to its 
program this summer. The family camp 
will be held over the long weekend from 
July 29 to 31 and will finish up with a 
music fest fundraiser event. Another 
new development has been an improve-
ment to the camp website; groups wish-
ing to rent space at the newly built Elim 
Lodge can now register online, instead 
of mailing in their registrations.
• Youth Farm Bible Camp is also deal-
ing with a new building—the former 
Eigenheim Mennonite Church—on the 
grounds. Although the camp will only 
be able to use the present sanctuary for 
chapel space this summer, it is hoping 
to do much more with the building once 
summer is over. Camp director Mark 
Wurtz is hoping that Youth Farm will be 
able to plan a winter camp experience 
for adult special needs campers, some-
thing it has never done before. Bringing 
in a more accessible chapel space in the 
form of the church building was done 
deliberately to help make adults with 
balance issues more independent, since 
there are fewer stairs to manage.
—By Karin Fehderau

Staff changes l
New pastors for B.C. churches
Two new pastors have begun min-
istry in Mennonite Church B.C. 
congregations. 
• Matthew Kwok has begun at Chinese 
Grace Mennonite Church in Vancouver 
as English/youth pastor; he began his 
duties on May 1.
• Rob Wiebe of Burns Lake was in-
stalled as pastor of Church of the Way 
in Granisle, also on May 1. Wiebe and 
his wife Tammy, long-time members of 
First Mennonite Church Burns Lake, 
are living in Burns Lake while minister-
ing to the small Granisle congregation. 
—By Amy Dueckman
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God at work in Us

Baking is a privilege
Story and Photo by Evelyn Rempel Petkau
manitoba correspondent
moRden, mAn. Mennos at work

of bread is born and begins to sing its own 
song.”
 At Wheat Song Bakery, Froese diligently 
tries to be accountable to the land and to 
her suppliers by supporting local organic 
farmers and paying a fair return for their 
produce.
 “For those first five years we developed 
organic whole-grain products and a cus-
tomer base,” she says. “We have had a really 
warm reception from the community.” 
Members of their house church have been 
strong supporters and product testers.
 But finding a life-work balance has been 
an ongoing struggle for Froese. Stoesz de-
cided to pursue other work about five years 
ago, leaving Froese to carry on the work 
by herself, which often meant working 
four days a week. With 
two school-age daugh-
ters, she says, “I felt the 
balance tipping again 
and so I cut back.” For 
the past four and a half 
years Froese has been 
balancing the baking 
with part-time immi-
grant service work, but 
that is now coming to an 
end. 
 Several  years ago 
Froese took a course in 
England that offered in-
struction on how to use 
organic whole grains 
and natural yeasts. She 
now uses natural yeasts 
in a growing number of 
her products.
 And whenever pos-
sible, she tries to avoid 
plastic , using paper 
instead. It is easy to 
see how she views her 
work as a form of serv-
ice, rather than simply 

a business venture. Every first-time cus-
tomer gets a free loaf of bread. She caters 
to special needs and allergies; recently a 
customer requested a chocolate cake made 
with 100 percent spelt flour, so she agreed 
to give it a try. Every Friday morning she 
delivers freshly baked pre-ordered cinna-
mon buns to schools and businesses in the 
community.
 “I love being involved in the physical act 
of feeding people, of providing something 
that is beneficial to their health,” she says. 
“It is a privilege to be able to use the gifts I 
have to make a living and to help others.”
 Froese has offered cooking classes for 
the regional health authority and 4-H Club 
programs, and she is dreaming of a course 
for people who want to learn the art of bak-
ing and bread-making using locally grown 
products. 
 Froese used to get up at 3 a.m. to go to 
her basement bakery and begin the day’s 
mixing. Now she sleeps in until 5. “I really 
like that quiet time in the morning,” she 
says. “It allows me to think and meditate 
before everyone wakes up.” l

Lynette Froese is reluctant to call her 
unique career a business, or even a ca-

reer. “I was raised to consider work as a 
form of service, so I try to see this work not 
just as a business, but as a way of offering a 
service,” she says.
 Froese has a degree in nutrition and a 
life-long interest in creating healthy food. 
“In a world where so many do not have 
enough food, I wanted to give my children 
a sense of responsibility and of being faith-
ful with how we treat food and produce it,” 
she says.
 When she and her young family lived 
close to the Tall Grass Prairie Bread 
Company in Winnipeg, Man., she asked 
to volunteer at its bakery. “I liked their 
philosophy and the way they did business,” 
she says. “A lot of the bread was formed by 
hand. They use organic ingredients, mill 
their own flour, and pay a fair wage to the 
farmer.”
 Froese valued the training she received 
at Tall Grass Prairie, and when her family 
moved to Morden 10 years ago, she de-
cided to pursue her dream of opening her 
own bakery. She took a course on how to 
start a small business and, together with a 
business partner, came up with a plan.
 With two young daughters, and her hus-
band Ken working full-time as a nurse, she 
wanted to keep her time and family life in 
balance. Rather than purchasing the local 
bakery that was for sale, she and her hus-
band decided to buy a house with a sum-
mer kitchen in the basement and restyle 
it into a bakery. She purchased a second-
hand oven, mill, bun machine and knead-
ing machine.
 Together with Yvonne Stoesz, her busi-
ness partner and fellow church member at 
Pembina Mennonite Fellowship, Morden, 
Froese opened Wheat Song Bakery out 
of her basement in 2002, carrying on the 
tradition of Tall Grass Prairie, she says, by 
becoming a “meeting place where the loaf 

Lynette Froese displays some of her Wheat Song Bakery 
products that are all made from organic, locally grown 
grains and natural yeasts.
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From hoof 
to table
Camp Squeah chef 
explores preparing 
natural farm products

By Amy Dueckman
B.c. correspondent
hope, B.c.

When Camp Squeah head chef Hiro 
Takeda wants to order food for 

the camp kitchen, he places a call and the 
food comes delivered to him, neatly pre-
packaged. But earlier this spring food took 
on a more personal touch when the camp 
hosted a pork dinner featuring fresh meat 
from a hog raised on a local organic farm.
 Takeda (commonly known as “Yoshi”), 
who has been camp chef since last year, 
has always believed in the nutritional value 
of food and the relationship between food 
and the earth it comes from. One day 
at a church retreat, Walter Bergen, co-
proprietor of Six Masters Farm in rural 

Chilliwack, struck up a conversation with 
Takeda. As the two talked it became clear 
that they shared the same philosophy on 
food and its impact on people. 
 Takeda loved the idea of supporting lo-
cal farmers and preparing meat raised on 
natural food that is not mass produced. “I 
care that my philosophy lines up with his 
in order to get the best product possible,” 
Takeda says.
 Bergen and his partner, Tony Funk, raise 
mainly specialty meats such as duck, rabbit 
and squab (pigeons) on their farm, not the 
usual fare for camp meals. But they also 
have a few hogs. The idea developed for 
Takeda to buy one of Six Masters’ hogs and 
use the meat for a special dinner at Camp 
Squeah, inviting people to buy tickets for 

the meal at $20 each to cover costs. 
 Takeda asked to be present when the 
animal was slaughtered. With his camp 
meat orders coming impersonally pre-
packaged, he says it was important to him 
to remember that all meat comes from a 
real animal that was once living and breath-
ing. Witnessing the death of the animal, 
whose meat he would prepare a few days 

later, gave him a sense of appreciation for 
animals as a food source. 
 Takeda knew the meat he was preparing 
would be superior to anything from a large 
meatpacking plant.
 “He identifies himself as a Christian 
farmer,” Takeda says of  Bergen. “Because 
of that, he wants to do things the way God 
intended them to be done. When you do 
things right, when you feed the animal 
[naturally], you get a far superior product. 
When you strive to do what’s important 
from a godly perspective, everything else 
falls into place.”
 The meal on April 19 proved to be a suc-
cess. Takeda prepared 10 different pork 
entrees, including such appetizing dishes 
as braised barbecued pork belly, maple 

white bean cassoulet with smoked hock, 
and pulled pork shoulder sandwiches with 
caramelized onion jam, plus accompany-
ing side dishes. He had hoped to sell 30 
tickets, but 45 signed up.
 Takeda grew up at Surrey Mennonite 
Church and attended Camp Squeah as a 
youngster. He has always loved working 
with food, and at age 25 he has completed 
a chef course. “As a chef, all I know how to 
do is take raw ingredients and make them 
good,” he says. “I love making beautiful 
food. I understand the impact of food on 
people. When people sit down to a good 
meal, relationships are built. When people 
sit down to a bad meal, they talk about the 
food.”
 Takeda hopes to continue exploring ways 
to support local businesses and farmers, as 
opposed to large corporations, through the 
food used at Camp Squeah. 
 “I’m starting to realize food is only a 
vehicle,” says Takeda. “Food is secondary 
to what is important in life: honouring God 
in what you do, being in a community and 
nourishing relationships.”
 “It is a pleasure to work with Chef Yoshi,” 
says Bergen. “It’s my job to raise food with 
integrity, it’s the chef ’s task to plumb the 
depth of that integrity and present it to 
the  diner. Yoshi and I are doing ecological 
theology, one step on the farm, one step 
in the kitchen, and the last step is in the 
community of faith.” l

‘Yoshi’ Takeda, right, Camp Squeah chef, showcased his culinary skills in April with 
a dinner using organically raised pork from a local farm.

photo BY wALtRude goRtZen

‘When people sit down to a good meal, 
relationships are built. When people sit down 
to a bad meal, they talk about the food.’

(Hiro takeda, camp Squeah chef)
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New Hamburg Mennonite 
Relief Sale goes ‘green’
Story and Photos by Dave Rogalsky
eastern canada correspondent
new hAmBuRg, ont.

One of the stated goals of Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) is cre-

ation care, to the point of MCC Ontario 
hiring Darren Kropf part-time to spear-
head this effort in congregations. But ac-
tivities like the New Hamburg Mennonite 
Relief Sale, now having completed 45 years, 
are run by grassroots organizations and are 
not part of MCC proper.
 John Reimer, a member of both the 
Relief Sale board and its creation care 
subcommittee, notes that they had been 
approached by a number of patrons over 
the years about recycling at the event. This 
spurred him and others to follow their own 
desires to improve the ratio of recycled 

matter to garbage.
 While there were still a few vendors de-
pending on Styrofoam dishes and some 
bottled water being sold, most were using 
paper plates that could be put into green 
bins for composting. Even most of the 
plastic cutlery on site was biodegradable. 
Water stands using municipal water were 
scattered around the New Hamburg fair 
grounds, equipped with degradable paper 
cups for those who had forgotten to bring 
their own bottles or mugs.
 Although they didn’t get enough volun-
teers, many of the busiest waste sites were 
watched over and the materials in the gar-
bage cans, blue bins and green bins were 

Tyler Yantzi, centre, moves compostable paper bowls from a blue box into the green bins as volunteers Scott Bauman, left, and 
Mark Brubacher, right, look on.

being sorted into the appropriate contain-
ers. At the end of the sale, much of the 
garbage was resorted to ensure as much 
as possible was diverted from the dump.
 In the future, the sale hopes to encourage 
more patrons to bring their own contain-
ers for food like the spring rolls and empa-
nadas, develop greener transportation like 

Savang Nay, a volunteer from the Grace 
Lao Mennonite Church, Kitchener, takes 
a break from making spring rolls to load 
up on fries and ketchup, served in a 
recyclable paper container.
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shuttle buses from Kitchener/Waterloo, 
and encourage car pooling and biking.
 The information tent at the centre of the 
fair grounds provided education to those at 
the sale. This year the Menno Café served 
beverages in china cups and saucers, which 
were washed at end of the day. The over-
whelming positive response may lead the café 
to use more washable dishes in the future.
 While Bullfrog power—energy from re-
newable sources—had been used in previ-
ous years, it was felt that going with recyc-
ling and green bins would make a bigger 
impact.
 After the sale, Reimer said the commit-
tee was pleased with the results and had 
only received positive feedback from pa-
trons, although he acknowledges that this 
is a multi-year process of learning how to 

‘Better than medicine’
Fruit tree project takes root on Bolivian colony

By Gladys Terichow 
mennonite central committee

magazine published by MCC, Neufeld 
drove around the colony and told his 
neighbours about the project. He also 
helped promote the endeavour in his 

neighbourhood through ordering trees 
for his neighbours, picking them up and 
delivering them. 
 “When I heard that we could order the 
trees and pick them up at Centro Menno, it 
was convenient for me to provide this ser-
vice for my neighbours,” he says. “Sixty yards 
around here now have fruit orchards.” 
 Neufeld does not have to be convinced 
of the benefits of trees and fruit orchards. 
His parents had a small orchard that pro-
duced avocado, guava, cherries, oranges 
and lemons. “I could hardly wait until the 
fruit was ripe,” he recalls. 
 In 1998, he bought 18 hectares of land 
and the first thing he did was plant papaya 
trees. “Even before I built the house, I 
planted papaya trees,” he says. Shortly after 
the house was built, he planted banana and 
mandarin orange trees. 
 In a few years, when the trees begin to 
produce fruit, he plans to expand his small 
beekeeping hobby. Currently, he has two 
beehives in the pasture and each beehive 
produces about 80 kilograms of honey per 
year. “It doesn’t matter where I put the 
boxes, it doesn’t take long for the bees to 
move in,” he says. “We use as much as we 
need and sell the rest.” 
 Pointing towards the newly planted trees 
in his orchards, he says, “There won’t be 
any honey that will be more delicious than 
what these trees will produce.” l

Orchards of grapefruit, mango, pa-
paya, avocado and other trees will 

soon produce fruit on Heinrich and Sara 
Neufeld’s large farmyard on the Swift 
Current Mennonite colony 40 kilometres 
south of Santa Cruz, Bolivia. 
 “I want our children to be able to go into 
the orchard and eat as much as they want,” 
says Neufeld, a father of seven children 
aged 1 to 11. “When all the trees produce 
fruit and the fruit is ripe, it will be better 
than medicine.” 
 The past two years he has planted 560 
fruit trees on their 53-hectare farm and he 
plans another 140 trees next year. This fruit 
tree project is part of Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) Bolivia’s agricultural 
program that encourages people to plant 
fruit trees for a healthy diet and a healthy 
environment. During the past five years, 
more than 7,000 fruit trees have been 
planted through a partnership between 
MCC Bolivia and the local provider of cit-
rus trees, Vivero Citrico. 
 After learning about MCC’s program 
through reading Menno-Bate, a 20-page 

Heinrich Neufeld and his four-year-old son, Heinrich, relax in their yard on the 
Swift Current Colony, Bolivia.

mennonite centRAL committee photo BY siLAs cRews

In past years, garbage bins at the New 
Hamburg Mennonite Relief Sale were 
filled with a mix of recyclables, compost-
ables and garbage. This year, there was 
an effort made to sort the garbage before 
taking it to the landfill.

do it and to educate the public.
 The sale this year raised around $350,000 
for MCC work around the world, an in-
crease of $17,000 over 2010. l
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Land Lease Option—Lease 2-10 acres of your land to generate 
clean solar energy and earn as much as $2500 to $8000 / year,  
for 20 years.*  No investment, no worries.  
 

Investment option—If you prefer a higher return, invest in 
your own ground or rooftop system. 
 

Lease-to-Own—Earn up to $24,000 with no money down.* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We provide the professional service and trusted warranties 
for your solar system.  

CALL TODAY to lock in your rate and revenue opportunity. 

HURRY—this is a TIME LIMITED OFFER for Ontario residents only.  

 
 

  
 

 
  

*subject to geographic location, site conditions, and connectivity 

Generate Clean Energy  
and Earn up to $160,000  

(without investing a dime)   

vigorcleantech.com 

***   

Ground-mount SUNtracker systems Engineer-approved roof-mount systems 

Tel: 519-279-4630 

Toll free: 1-888-536-0491 

Email: info@vigorcleantech.com 

Reflections on Mennonite 
environmental values
By David Neufeld
special to canadian mennonite

I’ve been thinking about faith and en-
vironmental issues for some 30 years. 

Over this time, I have come to appreciate 
that some Mennonites are writing about 
environmental stewardship, some church 
schools now embrace green building proj-
ects and offer courses in environmental 
education, and some agencies are creating 
service opportunities that reflect creation 
care themes. 
 At the People’s Summit for Faithful 
Living, held by Mennonite Church 
Canada in 2008, Mennonite Creation Care 
Network, of which I am a member, asked 
workshop participants what Mennonite 
perspectives contribute to creation care. 
They listed four areas: holistic theology—
connecting faith and work; peace and 
justice—peace with others and the land; 
farming roots—practical skills and simple 
living; and a global perspective—immi-
grant history, awareness and service to 
others.
 Our agricultural roots have kept us close 
to the land. There is a strong sense of re-
sponsibility to feed and care for the world.
 Stewardship values, emerging out of the 
need for frugality and depending on others 
to survive, has gradually transformed into 
the positive idea of living more with less, 
and simplifying our lifestyles out of con-
sideration of the needs of others. 
 Working for peace and justice has been 
another anchor and conscience for our 
churches. Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) and Mennonite Economic 
Development Associates support projects 
of soil conservation, reforestation, appro-
priate technology and safe water. MCC 
Ontario is a leader in promoting creation 
awareness and action by churches. 
 But before we congratulate ourselves, we 
need to ask whether we could do more. 
 We need more local congregations 
praying for guidance, studying and acting 

on God’s love for all creation. It can take 
many forms, like providing bike racks, 
car pooling to church, creating a garden 

plot on church property, sharing tools or 
equipment among families, and adopting 
greener energy sources for heating and 
cooling church buildings, like Hillcrest 
Mennonite Church,New Hamburg, Ont., 
recently did.
 Let’s put our beliefs into actions: that 
should come naturally for Mennonites! l

David Neufeld of Winnipeg, Man., is a 
member of the Mennonite Creation Care 
Council.
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Artbeat

Cooking 
for peace
Nettie Baer remembers her 
years in the kitchen for Pax

Story and Photo
by Dave Rogalsky
eastern canada correspondent
wAteRLoo, ont.
 

“Will the fellows like my cooking?” 
wondered Nettie Redekopp 

in 1954 as she arrived at the Pax post-
World War II rebuilding project in Wedel, 
Germany. That question haunted her for 
years, but finally in 2010 she dredged up 
the courage and began to call those whose 
phone numbers she could find.
 Her nephew, John Thiessen, notes that 
she logged over a hundred long-distance 
calls some months—some of them suc-
cessful, some wrong numbers.  The project 
came as part of her recovery from clinical 
depression as she lived in a seniors’ home 
in Waterloo.
 Erica Jantzen, a Waterloo Region writer, 
had finished writing her family’s stories and 
announced at Waterloo North Mennonite 

Church that she was prepared to help 
others write theirs. Thiessen heard this 
and the project was born. Nettie’s Story: 
The Pax Years, Feb. 1954 - Nov. 1956 was 
launched at Parkwood Mennonite Home 
on May 1.
 Pax was a Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) program that ran from 1951-76, 
providing alternative service to American 
young men who were being drafted. Some 
Canadian men also joined the projects, 
which included work in Germany, Holland, 
Greece, Austria, Jordan, Nepal, Vietnam, 
Liberia and Paraguay.
 Redekopp, then 32, was sent as a ma-
tron to care for “the boys.” She did this at 
Wedel, in Vienna, Austria, and at Panedita, 
Greece.
 Armed with her Mennonite  Community 
Cookbook: Favourite Family Recipes by 
Emma Showalter, she cooked at first on a 
coal-fired stove, carried water from a pump 
outside, and stored food in an unheated 

room behind the kitchen area.
 Upon concluding her service she re-
turned home to Winkler, Man. She trained 
as an X-ray technician, which brought her 
to Winnipeg, where she married Raymond 
Erle Baer in 1968, a man she had met on 
an MCC assignment in 1953 in Kitchener, 
Ont., just before she travelled to Europe.
 “My deepest desire was to be an asset to 
the program, not a hindrance,” Baer writes 
in Nettie’s Story. “[The Pax fellows] were 
not the tough fellows I was warned about. 
They were meek and mild, and very polite.  
But I never knew if they enjoyed my meals!  
They never said a thing. . . . It wasn’t until 
I got home, when Mark Conrad and his 
wife came to visit, that I got any feedback. 
He surprised me with the biggest hug I 
had ever received. And then it happened 
with every Pax fellow that came to visit me. 
They just about crushed my ribs.”
 To order Nettie’s Story, e-mail John 
Thiessen at jbthiessen@execulink.com. l

Nettie Baer, left, sits with her nephew, John Thiessen. Waterloo Region author Erica 
Jantzen, who helped with Nettie’s Story: The Pax Years, Feb. 1954 - Nov. 1956, 
stands behind them at the book launch on May 16.

Nettie Baer stands at her stove in 1954.
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‘my deepest desire was to be an asset 
to the program, not a hindrance.’

(nettie Baer)
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Book Review

A classic Mennonite 
tale of one city

at the Forks: mennonites in Winnipeg.
By Leo driedger.  pandora press ,  2010 .  473 pages .

Reviewed by Dick Benner

As a relative newcom-
er to the Canadian 

s c e n e ,  I  f o u n d  L e o 
Driedger’s latest book, his 
19th, a virtual map, as he 
traces Mennonite develop-
ment in Winnipeg, Man., 
which has become the 
largest concentration of 
Mennonites in the world, 
surpassing Amsterdam, 
Holland.
 While slightly on the 
decline since 1991, when 
Mennonites numbered 
21,900, the city still rep-
resents a “Mennonite metro model,” with 
some 40 churches, six Mennonite colleges, 
a media centre, scores of businesses and 
professionals (including those in the legal 
and medical fields), not to mention artists, 
musicians, politicians and creative writers, 
all of whom he describes in the 12 chapters 
of his well-researched study. 
 Not only chronicling with fastidious 
detail the numbers and data in an easy-to-
follow narrative, Driedger, a well-known 
sociologist, gives insightful interpretation 
to the story as it moves from the mass 
exodus of Mennonites in Ukraine in 1874 
to their present pervasive presence in 
Canada’s ninth largest city.
 He is especially interested in the rural-to- 
urban shift over these 140 years and draws 
on peer sociological studies like Reginald 
Bibby and Don Posterski’s Teen Trends: A 
Nation in Motion to observe that “attitudes 
of Mennonite teens were very similar to 
those of other Canadian youth, with more 
than 80 percent supporting family rela-
tionships, changing lifestyles and religious 
beliefs. Older Mennonites scored higher 
on in-group identity, moral behaviour and 

church participation.”
    As a new observer on 
the Canadian scene with a 
Swiss/German historical 
narrative, I found his ru-
minations keenly insight-
ful on the re-urbanization 
of Russian Mennonites 
from Ukraine, who, prior 
to the 1917 Revolution, 
had a highly developed so-
ciety that prepared them 
for easy assimilation into 
a more urban culture in 
Manitoba.
    Driedger’s tracing of the 

many Mennonite groups, some anchored 
in migrations, others in dissension over 
religious differences, is even-handed and 
fair. I couldn’t tell from his writing whether 
he himself is what he still calls a General 
Conference Mennonite, Mennonite 
Brethren, Evangelical Mennonite Missions 
Conference, Evangelical Mennonite 
Conference, Sommerfelder or Chortitzer. 
Nor does he show any particular bias in 
what seems to be an ongoing debate over 
evangelism versus social justice, or mis-
sions versus service and peacemaking.

 I was particularly intrigued with his chap-
ter on creative writers, whom he describes 
as “dislocated Mennonites” in search of a 
“home”: Rudy Wiebe, Paul Hiebert, Arnold 
Dyck, Di Brandt and Miriam Toews, 
among a list of 23. He dispassionately tells 
their tortured stories, while at the same 
time holding them up as prophets and 
seers pointing the way for a people strug-
gling to emerge from their “boundaried 
traditional rural communities.”
 His interpretation of their struggle to 
find a new “home” is especially poignant 
with this passage in his summary: “As 
Mennonites became more highly educated 
and urban, their search for new psycho-
logical identities changed as their language 
and culture changed. Individuals studied 
and re-evaluated loyalties, emotions and 
feelings toward their Anabaptist past and 
traditional rural values.
 “In the city, they were faced with new 
forms of space, organization, symbols and 
communication, which required thought, 
debate, study and evaluation. In Winnipeg, 
Mennonite creative writers, artists and 
musicians helped in the process of finding 
new Anabaptist identities, some of which 
reflected their 16-century roots and others 
which reflect the information age.”
 That observation could well apply 
to Mennonites everywhere in North 
America. Driedger’s narrative is a classic 
story that should be on the library shelf of 
every Mennonite church in Canada. It is a 
gift to any serious Anabaptist Mennonite 
wanting some significant signposts for the 
future that are firmly rooted in the past. l

Dick Benner is editor/publisher of Canadian 
Mennonite.

Briefly noted l
Dueck novel wins 2011 Book of the Year Award
WINNIPEG, MAN.—Dora Dueck’s novel This Hidden Thing has been named the 
McNally Robinson Book of the Year, as announced at the Manitoba Book Awards this 
spring. The novel is a “humane and fully satisfying depiction of times, places [and] 
communities,” according to jurors Joan Barfoot, Trevor Cole and Richard Lebrun. This 
Hidden Thing is the first novel to be published by CMU Press, which is an academic 
publishing initiative of Canadian Mennonite University. 
—CMU Press
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Schools directory
Post-SecondaryElementary/Secondary

Menno Simons Christian School
Integrating sound academic learning with growth  

in character, faith, and service to God.
www.mennosimons.ab.ca

A n  E d u c A t i o n  f o r  L i f E !  Calgary, Alberta

w w w . r o c k w a y . c a

ROCKWAY
MENNONITE
COLLEGIATE

For Grades 7 to 12
Forming Faith...
Building Character

Leamington
Ontario

UMEI Christian aims to prepare young 
people with strong academics, a good 
Anabaptist-Christian grounding, and 
all the benefits of a small active school.

www.umei.on.ca u 519-326-7448

... a well-rounded education which
will inspire and empower students 
to live as people of God.

86 West Gate
Winnipeg, MB R3C 2E1

(204) 775-7111 

www.westgatemennonite.cawww.westgatemennonite.ca

www.cmu.ca
Christian Undergraduate and Graduate Studies 

CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY

University College
Conrad Grebel

GREBEL

grebel.uwaterloo.ca

Hundreds of programs.
Dozens of friends.

One campus.

Challenging Mind and Spirit

 

 

 

             Winnipeg Mennonite  

            Elementary & Middle Schools 

                     www.wmes.ca 
 

 
 

 
 

WMES Agassiz (K-6), 26 Agassiz Dr., (204) 261-9637 

WMEMS Bedson (K-8), 250 Bedson St., (204) 885-1032 
 

…teaching minds, touching hearts 
 

TRAIN UP A CHILD… 
Proverbs 22:6 

Ancaster, ON 1.877.779.0913
www.redeemer.ca

Is your educational institution 
missing from this directory?

Contact our Ad Rep, Lisa Metzger, to 
find out how to book your ad. 

advert@canadianmennonite.org

Young 
seminarian 
wins T-shirt 
design contest
By Steve Shenk
mennonite publishing network
hARRisonBuRg, VA.

Anthony Martin of Ephrata, Pa., is the 
winner of a T-shirt design contest 

that commemorates the release of the 30th 
anniversary edition of Living More With 
Less and the creation of a website for the 
book (www.livingmorewithless.com).
 Martin, 28, is a graphic designer and 
landscaper who plans to enroll at Dallas 
Theological Seminary, Tex., in July to pur-
sue a master’s degree in theology.
 The winning design, which topped a 
total of 23 entries, is built around the word 
“simplify.” It will be imprinted on T-shirts 
that will be given away at a launch event for 
Living More With Less in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
in July, at the Mennonite Church U.S.A. 
convention. The event will be sponsored by 
MennoMedia, a new agency formed by the 
merger of Mennonite Publishing Network 
and Third Way Media. 
 “I knew a design about living simply 
should be simple,” says Martin. “The circle 
just embodies the holistic mentality that 
goes along with living simply. . . . I am pas-
sionate for my generation to develop a 
truly Christian worldview, where our faith 
informs every aspect of our lives.” l

Anthony Martin
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Editorial

Calling all 
‘young voices’

Emily Loewen,
Young Voices Editor

Here begins a new adventure: 
Canadian Mennonite’s Young 
Voices section. What is this sec-

tion, you ask? Why is it here?
 Upon reflection, the magazine realized 
that its readership is—how to put this 
gently—aging. And while this threatens 
the life and breath of subscriptions, it’s 
also a problem because many voices in 

the church aren’t part of the conversation.  
 The hope is that Young Voices, along 
with its accompanying website, provides 
a forum for “young people” to discuss 
the issues we find important. Here at the 
Canadian Mennonite office, located just 
uptown from Uptown Waterloo, I dream 
of online interaction, letters to the editor, 
slideshows and stories from you, our 
young readers. This is a space for “young” 
Mennonites, however you define the 
term, to share your work and find ways 
to live more faithful lives. I know I dream 
big, but I think we can do it together. 
 I believe young people have impor-
tant ideas to share with our church. But 
sometimes, whether because of doubt 
in our own abilities or because people 
dismiss us as idealists, our ideas don’t 
lead to anything. Here, those thoughts 

can be shared, added to and carefully 
critiqued. Of course, there is irony, in that 
our voices are in a separate section of the 
magazine—and yet they are still a part 
of the greater whole that is Canadian 
Mennonite. 
 Now about the name, a challenging en-
deavour on its own. To start, I first wrote 
down all the characteristics this section 

should have, and words that I hope it will 
grow into. I then cut out each of those 
words onto a little piece of paper, and 
then spent a good hour arranging them 
into different combinations until there 
were two full pages of possibilities. 
 After much deliberation I, along with 
the other Canadian Mennonite staff, 
settled on Young Voices. As a name, it’s 
not perfect, but it does some things well. 
I tried hard to avoid classifying this as 
either a youth or young adult section, as 
we focus on neither exclusively. Instead, 
the word “young” explains how this part 
of the magazine differs from the rest. I 
chose “voices” because every reader 
should have a part in creating it, not just 
the staff.
 Which brings us to the website. Young 
Voices is not limited to the confines 

of course, there is irony, in that our voices 
are in a separate section of the magazine—

and yet they are still a part of the greater 
whole that is canadian mennonite.

young
voices

young
voices



  35Canadian Mennonite  Vol. 15 No. 12

of these pages. It’s accompanied by an 
online section— 
youngvoices.canadianmennonite.org 

—with extra content, polls and opportu-
nities for contributions. The website also 
has a slate of young bloggers sharing their 
ideas and experiences, hoping to spark 
interest and wider conversations. You’ll 
have to take a look at the website to find 

out their names and what they have to say.
 So now it’s up to you. This project can 
only succeed if you take part. Check out 
our website, then send your story ideas, 
something you’ve written or photographs 
you’ve taken to me at eloewen@ 
canadianmennonite.org. Young Voices 
is your playground: Explore, learn and 
enjoy. l

Printing places
Winnipeg printmaker Miriam Rudolph maps her life through art

By Emily Loewen
Young Voices editor

Growing up, Miriam Rudolph always 
said she wanted to be an artist . . . or 

a gardener. Now, only 28 and working as a 
full-time printmaker, she gets to live out 
one of her childhood dreams. 
 Unsure when her creative drive began, 
Rudolph believes she always had an in-
trinsic desire to create. Her parents, both 
teachers, encouraged that desire, and a 
steady stream of art supplies for her moth-
er’s early childhood education class gave 
her lots to work with. 
 Rudolph started painting in high school, 
but discovered and fell in love with print-
making while working on her fine arts de-

gree at the University of Manitoba. After 
her first degree, she moved on to study 
education while working at printmaking 
on the side. And while some people might 
have given up on art as a career after get-
ting her degree, she says she “decided to 
continue with my own artwork instead of 
applying for jobs.”
 Her choice seems to have paid off. In 
2011 alone she’s had one solo exhibition 
at the Martha Street Gallery in Winnipeg, 

Man., and has been part of several group 
exhibits, including one of Canadian print-
makers in Washington, D.C. 
 While those experiences stand out as 
highlights of her career, Rudolph’s art is 
also a personal form of diary, expressing 
her experience of place. “Somehow I always 
feel I live in multiple worlds and under-
lying my work lies a search for belonging,” 
Rudolph says. And given her experience 
growing up in Paraguay, living in Germany 
and then moving to Winnipeg, that search 
for a home makes sense. 
 In fact, cartography features promi-
nently in most of Rudolph’s work. Full of 

landmarks and mapping symbols, her art is 
tied to a personal experience of locations. 
The idea for that mapmaking style began 
after she moved to Winnipeg and had diffi-
culty with a sense of direction, likely due to 
growing up in the Southern Hemisphere.
 “I had the sense that the sun rises in the 
west and goes down in the east,” she says. 
“Star constellations appeared on their heads 
and I would instinctively turn 180 degrees in 
the wrong direction at every intersection.”

‘i think underlying the mennonite culture is 
still the notion of simplicity and unadornment 
and i don’t fit in there. i don’t like plain 
white walls - except to hang my work.’

(miriam Rudolph)

Winnipeg printmaker Miriam Rudolph 
at work.

‘My Winnipeg II,’ 2010. Etching, hand 
coloured. 45.5cm x 45.5cm.
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Political dialogue 101 
for Mennonites
By Susan Guenther Loewen
special to Young Voices

This spring’s federal election rekindled 
my interest in Canadian politics after 

I’d experienced disillusionment with the 
whole process. Several elections changed 
nothing and the candidates I voted for al-
ways seemed to lose.
 But this election seemed different; there 
was energy and enthusiasm, especially 
among people my age. Many of you prob-
ably heard about—or joined—the “vote 

mobs” of students with messages like 
“Surprise, we’re voting!” Facebook was 
also crammed with election articles and 
encouragement to get out and vote. I’m 
not usually one to follow trends, but this 
was inspiring. It sent me off to the polling 

booth with a bit of a spring in my step.
 But the results were strange, weren’t 
they? I don’t quite know how to interpret 
the polarization of the political land-
scape. The majority government is, for the 
Conservatives, a dream come true, but it 
is balanced by incredible gains by the New 
Democrats.
 Whichever way people voted, there was 
a sense of ambiguity at these hot-and-cold 

results. Difficult questions surfaced almost 
immediately: How can these two parties 
get anything done with opposing view-
points on almost every issue? Is it even 
possible for them to work together?
 These questions apply beyond the strictly 

 Now she creates art that helps her hold 
on to places, including memory maps of 
Paraguay or places she feels connected to 
in Winnipeg. 
 Alongside themes of place, Rudolph is 
also influenced by artists like Warrington 
Colescott, Marc Chagall, Paul Klee, 
and Frida Kahlo with her diary-esque 
paintings. 
 Although she ’s  recognized as  a 
Mennonite artist, Rudolph struggles with 
the term because her faith has little in-
fluence on her current art. She has done 
some work for a chapel and a church, but 
finds that visual art still isn’t as important 
to Mennonite communities as music. “I 
think underlying the Mennonite culture is 
still the notion of simplicity and unadorn-
ment, and I don’t fit in there,” she says. “I 

don’t like plain white walls, except to hang 
my work.” 
 As a self-employed artist, Rudolph some-
times experiences an accompanying lack of 
motivation, but most days she loves going 
to work at the Martha Street Studio, a com-
munal space available for Winnipeg artists 
to rent. She still enjoys teaching and lead-
ing printmaking workshops at the studio, 
but says that “at this point I can’t really see 
myself as a full time high-school teacher. 
Being able to live as an artist, I love it.”  
 Visit Rudolph’s website, miriamrudolph.
com, for more about her work. 

Know other artists, visual, musical or 
otherwise, that Young Voices should write 
about? Write to Emily Loewen at eloewen@
canadianmennonite.org.

‘Farewell to Montekamp (Paraguay),’ 
2011. Double-plate colour etching, 
Chine-Collé, printed on Pescia Magnani 
paper. 30cm x 30cm.

Viewpoint

it’s safe to say that Jesus’ followers spanned 
the political spectrum of the time, and Paul’s 
intense mediation within the early church is 

evident throughout the new testament.

photos couRtesY oF miRiAm RudoLph
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Canadian Mennonite is now on Facebook
 Like us on Facebook at facebook.com/Canadian.Mennonite

Young voices on politics l
• I didn’t want to vote for corporate and individual tax breaks; after school is done, I 
won’t mind paying taxes if the money will be used wisely.

(Darren Neufeld, 23, Glenlea Mennonite Church, Man.)

• I believe that the church is called to be active in the world; this is being political. 
Whether or not Mennonites are called to vote is a trickier matter.

(Gerald Ens, 21, Bethel Mennonite Church, Winnipeg, Man.)

• To me, the Conservative Party stands for the self; its emphasis on lower taxes—
especially for those who are well off—goes against the teachings of Jesus. Didn’t he 
believe in helping the poor?

(Elise Epp, 24, Toronto United Mennonite Church, Ont.)

 To read more responses, visit youngvoices.canadianmennonite.org.

political realm, to the political landscape 
within the Mennonite church as well. While 
I haven’t done official surveys, based on 
my decade of Mennonite Church Canada 
membership I suspect most Mennonites 
voted either NDP or Conservative in this 
last election, meaning that we contributed, 
however indirectly, to the polarization in 
the House of Commons.
 If my speculations have any truth to 
them, questions about working together 
could easily be applied to our Mennonite 
church: Is it possible, given these vastly dif-
ferent political opinions, for us to work—
or remain—together? I think both groups 
see their vote as a matter of faith; for some, 
the Christian way to vote is Conservative, 
and for others, it’s NDP.
 Theologically, those who vote NDP, my-
self included, probably see their faith as 
a continuation of Jesus’ ministry among 
the outcasts of society. Those who vote 
Conservative, I speculate, value the 
Conservative Party’s position on certain 
moral issues. But before we accuse each 
other of disloyalty to the faith, it’s important 
to remember that neither vote aligns exactly 
with our Mennonite convictions. For ex-
ample, I don’t like that faith is taboo in some 
NDP circles. Nor do I enjoy surrendering 
my nonviolent Mennonite beliefs when vot-
ing, something that affects both sides, since 
both the NDP and the Conservatives sup-
port the Canadian military. 
 The Mennonite instinct is to cut and run 
when disagreements occur. But it’s much 
more difficult to stay, relate to and live 
with those we disagree with, those who are 
strangers, and therefore to be welcomed as 
Jesus welcomed followers from all different 

walks of life. It’s safe to say that Jesus’ fol-
lowers spanned the political spectrum 
of the time, and Paul’s intense mediation 
within the early church is evident through-
out the New Testament.
 I’m not suggesting this tactic leads to tidy 
middle ground, that we water down our 
beliefs or avoid talking about them for the 
sake of unity. I’m thinking along the lines 
of “inter-political” Mennonite dialogue: 
learning from each other in our differences 
without erasing them, realizing that both 
positions have their blind spots and pro-
found insights. As our age group, like those 
brand new MPs, begins participating in 
the church as adults, I hope we can keep 
this in mind. It’ll open up the possibility of 
working together. l

Susanne Guenther Loewen is a doctoral 
student at the Toronto School of Theology.
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Advertising 
Information
contact canadian 
mennonite
Ad Representative
Lisa metzger
1-800-378-2524 x.224
519-664-2780
advert@ 
canadianmennonite.org

Two-bedroom retreat cottage 
for rent.  Modern conveniences.  
By the Little Mississippi River 
in the Bancroft area. Call 519-
471-3309 or e-mail kaecee@
rogers.com. 

For rent: Dunromin Cottage. 
3-bdrm cottage at Red Bay 
on Bruce Peninsula. Nestled 
among maple trees. Short 
walk to sandy beach known for  
sunsets and small park. Rear 
deck. Available June 25-Aug 6 
and Aug 13-Aug 27. Phone  
519-746-4920.

Yamaha Grand Piano for Sale. 
Black, 6ft. 1in, C3E, 25 years 
old. Well maintained, $16,000 
or best offer. Contact Sharon 
Wilkinson at 905-642-6859 or  
aubrey_phmark@hotmail.com.

NOTICE: At a special meeting
the membership of the North 
Kildonan Funeral Aid Society 
voted to dissolve the Society. 
All members in good stand-
ing will receive a refund on the 
amount of money paid in over 
the years. Refunds will be sent 
to all members by the end of 
August, 2011. 

PASTOR

The Fiske and Herschel Mennonite Churches are inviting a 
new Pastor to begin in the Summer of 2011.

We are congregations of 50 and 77 members, located in two 
quaint rural communities in rolling West Central Saskatchewan.

The pastor should: 
• be committed to Anabaptist / Mennonite theology and 

practice within Mennonite Church Canada
• be open to working with lay leadership
• be comfortable preaching, providing pastoral care and 

relating to all generations

Seminary education is preferred; pastoral experience is desir-
able. The position will be full time and could be shared by a 
couple.

Please reply to: 

Peter Krahn, Search Committee
cpkrahn@sasktel.net, 306-463-8228 

or
Jerry Buhler, Mennonite Church Saskatchewan

jerry@mcsask.ca

Alberta

July 8-9: mcc Alberta summerfest 
and Auction (formerly called the 
Relief sale), at sherwood park, 
edmonton. For more information, visit 
mccReliefsale.com.

Saskatchewan

July 17-22: natural Building school, at 
shekinah Retreat centre.
Aug. 27: second annual spruce River 
Folk music Festival, at spruce River 
Farm, 20 kilometres north of prince 
Albert on highway 2; from 2 to 8 p.m.
Sept. 16-18: saskatchewan 
mennonite Youth organization junior 
youth retreat at Youth Farm Bible 
camp.
Oct. 4: Youth Farm Bible camp annual 
fundraiser at the camp, from 5 to 7 p.m.

Manitoba

July 13: mcc manitoba’s ninth annual 
golf tournament fundraiser, at the 
Links at Quarry oaks, steinbach, in 
support of literacy and education 
in Afghanistan. Register online at 
manitoba.mcc.org/golf. For more 
information, call paul Friesen toll-free at 
1-866-761-1046.
July 15-17: mcc alumni reunion for 
workers who served in southern Africa. 
Visit mcc.org/alumni/reunions.
July 16: eden Foundation’s “Visit the 
Villages tractor trek” from Reinland to 
gretna, begins at 8 a.m. in Reinland.
Aug. 23: westgate mennonite 
collegiate fundraising golf tournament, 
at Bridge golf club, winnipeg.

Ontario

June 18: mennonite heritage dinner 
at conrad grebel university college, 
waterloo, celebrating walter and 
marina unger’s heritage cruises to 
Russia. Funds raised will go to the 
mennonite Archives of ontario. For 
tickets call 519-885-0220 x 24223.
June 18-19: Faith mennonite 
church, Leamington, 50th anniversary 
celebrations. (18) registration, barbecue 
supper and program beginning at 4 
p.m.; (19) worship service at 10 a.m., 
followed by a potluck lunch and 
afternoon activities.
June 22: Fairview mennonite home, 
cambridge, hosts its annual strawberry 
social, “All Things Bright and Beautiful.” 
program at 2 and 7 p.m. featuring the 
Fairview Vocal and handbell choirs. 
Fresh strawberry pie and beverages 
served following the program by the 
auxiliary.
June 25: strawberry social at nithview 
home, new hamburg, from 2 to 4 
p.m., and again from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
sponsored by the nithview Auxiliary.
June 26: truckers sunday with 
transport for christ at milverton 
mennonite Fellowship. truck parade 
at 9:30 a.m., church service at 10 a.m. 
followed by barbecue lunch.
July 1-3: Family camping weekend at 
hidden Acres mennonite camp over 
the canada day weekend. campsites 
are first come-first served; cabins need 
to be reserved. For more information, 
or to book a cabin, e-mail info@
hiddenacres.ca.
July 4-8: Assembly visitors are invited 
to drop in at tourmagination’s 
waterloo office from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily for refreshments and door prizes.
Aug. 8-12: peace camp at conrad 

grebel university college, waterloo, 
for students who have just completed 
grades 6, 7 or 8. For more information, 
e-mail pacs@uwaterloo.ca or call 519-
885-0220x24269. Register by July 29.
Aug. 14-26: ontario mennonite music 
camp at conrad grebel university 
college, waterloo. For more information, 
visit grebel.uwaterloo.ca/ommc.

To ensure timely publication of 
upcoming events, please send 
Calendar announcements eight 
weeks in advance of the event 
date by e-mail to calendar@
canadianmennonite.org. 

Meeting Needs Together 
Insurance for Alberta Church Members 

Property, Liability, and Automobile Insurance 
 for Homes, Farms and Businesses 

Toll Free: 1-866-222-6996 
  www.mmiab.ca 

Mennonite Mutual Insurance Co. (Alberta) Ltd. 

Mennonite Insurance Agency Ltd. 
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FACULTY POSITION IN 
PEACE AND CONFLICT STUDIES

Conrad Grebel University College, a Mennonite College at 
the University of Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, Canada, invites 
applications for a full-time permanent faculty position in the 
undergraduate Peace and Conflict Studies (PACS) program 
and the proposed graduate PACS program, with a teaching 
and research specialty in interdisciplinary and multisector  
approaches to peace studies. The appointment will begin 
July 1, 2012. The College will begin reviewing applications on  
August 1, 2011. For further information about the position and 
application procedures: grebel.uwaterloo.ca/pacsfaculty.

 
 

Communications 
Strategist 

 
 

 

  Mennonite Foundation of Canada, a  
donor–advised charitable foundation established in  
1974 to promote financial stewardship from a Christian  
perspective, is seeking a Communications Strategist. 
 
The Communications Strategist will report to the MFC 
Executive Director and will plan, direct, and coordinate 
the communications strategy of MFC.  This will involve 
developing promotional products and services, making 
recommendations with respect to product positioning, 
managing the marketing budget, and providing market 
research and analysis. Key communications vehicles and 
channels currently in use include: brand style guide,  
website, denominational periodical correspondence, 
electronic newsletter, workbooks, and an annual report.   
 
As the ideal candidate you will: 
have a university degree, preferably in Business or 
Communications, or equivalent relevant experience 
(preferably in the charitable sector) 
have ability to manage multiple projects and time 
schedules  
be committed to ongoing professional development 
have an understanding, knowledge, and appreciation 
of the wider Anabaptist church community and related 
agencies and cooperative organizations 
be an active member or adherent in an Anabaptist 
church. 

 
MFC offers a competitive salary and benefits package. 
Resumes will be considered as received.  
 

Darren Pries‐Klassen, Executive Director 
Mennonite Foundation of Canada  

4‐595 Carlton Street 
St. Catharines, Ontario    L2M 4Y2 

Email: dpklassen@mennofoundation.ca 
1‐888‐212‐8731 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR
PEACE MENNONITE CHURCH
RICHMOND, BC

Peace Mennonite Church invites applications for the full-time 
position of Associate Pastor.

This position places major focus on youth and family ministries 
along with a minor focus on general congregational ministry.

Applicants should have a relevant degree in Christian ministry, 
an understanding of contemporary Anabaptist theology and 
an interest and ability to relate to young people.

Please send resumes either by mail to: The Search Committee, 
Peace Mennonite Church, 11571 Daniels Rd., Richmond, 
BC V6X 1M7 or by e-mail to office@peacemennonite.ca by  
June 30, 2011.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

All faculty and staff at Rockway demonstrate commitment 
to the vision and ideals of education within a Christian faith-
based learning environment, and have a personal connection 
to an Anabaptist church community. 

BUSINESS MANAGER
This position is for an individual who will bring leadership 
and strategic direction to the business and finance services 
for our school, as an integral part of the Administrative Team. 
This  half-time contract position is for a one year period from  
October 2011 to October 2012. Qualifications and Required 
Skills:
• Experience in Business Management, and minimum of 

Bachelor degree in Business or related field
• Demonstrated knowledge and ability in all areas of busi-

ness and finance administration, including but not limited 
to budget setting, account management, some personnel 
management, and policies/ procedures development 

TEACHING POSITIONS
Teachers (one full-time and one half-time) are required for  
September 2011 in following areas – Grade 9 and 10 Science; 
Gr. 10/11/12 College Mathematics; Grade 11 World Religions; 
possibly intermediate French. Qualifications and Required 
Skills:
• Ontario College of Teachers Certification (or equivalent) 

with Intermediate/Senior qualifications
• Commitment to students and student learning, as well 

as professional knowledge and expertise in program  
planning and use of excellent instructional, assessment, 
and evaluation strategies

Cover letter and resumes are due Monday, June 20, 2011 to 
principal@rockway.ca. Please refer to www.rockway.ca for 
further details.

MANAGER

Sargent Ave. MCC Thrift Store, Winnipeg is seeking individual 
or couple to serve as Manager starting Aug. 2/11. Applicants 
should have good management and administrative skills and 
work well with volunteers and public. Retail sales experience 
preferred. Successful applicant is expected to have a commit-
ment to the church and to mission of MCC. Salaried, full-time 
position. Rate of remuneration to be negotiated. For info and job 
description contact Henry Fast, Chairperson, hrfast@mts.net or 
(204) 261-7768 by June 30/11.



Waldo Neufeld, right, initiated a pledge drive at Mennonite 
Church Canada’s spring leadership assembly, which raised 

more than $15,000 from board and council members. “If we 
believe in what the church is doing, we need to support it,” he 

said, adding that he believes financial contributions from 
board members and staff give those who are engaged in 

resource development an edge when they go to constituents 
asking for money. “It can be a real encouragement,” Neufeld 
said. Also pictured are Christian Witness Council members 

Irene Crossland, centre, and Bock Ki Kim.

Preparations to attend Mennonite Church Canada’s youth and adult assembly in Waterloo, Ont., from July 4 to 8, have begun 
to ramp up. On May 26, Adina Doerksen, Jessie Zacharias, Mary Fehr and Martha Harder—volunteers with Mennonite 
Disaster Service (MDS) Region V—held a “block party,” stuffing 500 baggies with MDS postcards and Duplo building blocks. 
The packages are destined for delegate tote bags at Assembly 2011 and the blocks are for the construction of an MDS “house” at 
the MDS display table. Service organizations like MDS see the importance of opportunities to meet together with the church as 
fundamental to supplying service-oriented volunteers and disciples of Christ who are ready and willing to serve wherever and 
whenever needed. 
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